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+04 eh 
~“Grown-Up” 
By Maud Howe 


T’S a dream — I know it’s a dream! !! 
Why only just a day ago 
I kissed your little baby toe, 
I rocked. you:gently, held you tight, 
In little nightie, sweet and white. 
Your fingers clung (such tiny things) 
So fast to mother’s apron strings. 
What can this mean? What's this you say? 
Your “‘ grown-up” birthday comes today ! 


Well, time is neither here nor there 

In mother’s heart of love and care, 

And if you’re “ real grown-up ” today 
The only prayer my heart would pray 

Is : * Father, through life’s pathway wild 
May she remain, ¢hy ‘little child.’” 


EE 





** Therefore ”’ 


“Go ye therefore,” said the risen Lord to his 
disciples. He was commissioning them to “teach all 
nations” as they carried the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth. The Word. “therefore” is explained by 
his words that begin the Great Commission: “All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” There 
are forces today, especially in foreign mission fields, 
that are working mightily against the carrying of 
the Good News. These. forces. are both human and 
superhuman: evil man and evil spirits under the domi- 
nation of Satan are opposing Christ and his ambassa- 
dors as never before. Shall Christian missions, then, 
cease? God forbid! For “all power” is not given 
unto evil men or principalities, powers, “rulers: of the 
darkness of this world,” but unto the Lord Jesus 
Christ who died and rose again that men might be 
saved. This Missionary Number of Toe SuNnpAy 
ScHoo. Times welcomes the opportunity of telling 
God’s people something of the needs, the opportunity, 
and the challenge of Christian foreign missions today, 
The year just ending has been strange and dark, a 
year of turmoil and fear, fulfilling God’s prophetic 
Word for the time shortly preceding our Lord’s re- 
turn; and it has been a glorious year in many evi- 
dences of the Lord’s triumphant and overcoming 
power in both home and foreign fields. The editorial, 
contributed, and advertising pages of this number of 
the Times bring together information that constitutes 
a fresh call to prayer and to a greater advance than 
ever in the name of the Lord Jesus and in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. In the advertising columns afe 
announcements of trustworthy missionary societies and 
other organizations engaged in missionary work and 
the distribution of the Scriptures; Tae Sunpay 
ScHoot Times gladly commends all these societies 
and organizations to the unreserved confidence of its 
‘readers for.their prayers and financial support. As 


we read these announcements (on pages 777- 772) 
from God’s messengers let us recognize the call, 

of old, to unite with them in prayer and giving ‘ae 
phrasing Paul’s words), “that utterance may be given 
unto them, that they may open their mouths boldly, 
to make known the mystery of the gospel.” 


PA 


In the Day of Trouble 


Perhaps today is “the day of trouble” for us. It 
may be such trouble that we cannot see our way out. 
Then let us be glad — for God has made a very special 
promise to us for today. A Christian friend of the 
Editor writes in a letter: “A man came into my office 
last week and in great distress asked me to pray for 
him. He is a. business man of reputation, but the 
financial stress caught him in a difficult situation of 
which he saiti little at the time. He was about to 
walk out, but I said, ‘Let us pray now.’ We did— 
and I asked the Lord to do an unusual thing and take 
care of his trouble. I had real assurance that the 
Lord was about to do the unusual—TI really mean 
unexpected. Three days later he came to my office 
all smiles and told me what had been his trouble. It 
seems that he had issued a number of checks to the 
extent of $1,000. He. had every reason to believe 
that he would have the money in the bank to cover 
them. But he was unexpectedly disappointed . and 
every last check came back. It was then he came 
over and asked prayer. That afternoon, after leaving 
here, he was inside the auto park waiting for his 
car to be brought out when a man walked by whom 
he recognized as a friend he had not seen for a great 
many years. He was a man he had helped to the 
amount of several thousand dollars, but my friend 
had never been repaid because the man had- gone 
bankrupt. He hailed him, went to his house, found 
his family in Christian Science, dealt with them about 
their souls, and then found out that the man had be- 
come very prosperous through oil. “The next day, 
with his trouble still hanging over him, he decided 
to appeal to this man for help. He told him the story, 


and the man not only agreed but was delighted. He 
took care of the whole business. We did not forget 
to thank the Lord for so speedily answering the 
prayer for help.” “Call upon me in the day of 
trouble,” says God; “I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me” (Psa. 50:15). But what if we 
do not deserve to be delivered? What if we are in 
trouble because we have done wrong? It is wrong 
to issue checks when money is not in the bank to 
cover them—very wrong. _God’s promise to deliver 
those who are in trouble is not conditioned upon their 
deserving it, or upon their sinlessness; it is conditioned 
on the sacrifice of his sinless Son, and he is ready 
and able, because of Christ’s sacrifice, to deliver sin- 
ners who cry to him for help in confession and faith. 
Whether our trouble today is for some reason we 
know to be our own fault or sin, or whether it is 
something quite apart from any known fault of ours, 
God is speaking his gracious and loving invitation: 
“Call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” 


> A 
Which Do We Choose ? 


This choice confronting us today is asking wus 
Pilate’s old question. Suppose we are facing, just 
now, an opportunity for sin or for victory. Let us 
think of the opportunity Pilate gave the Jews. He 
said to them: “Ye have a custom, that I should 
release unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore 
that I release unto you the King of the Jews? Then 
cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barab- 
bas. Now Barabbas was a robber” (John 18: 39, 40). 
The choice confronting us, for sin or for victory, will 
release unto us either the King of the Jews or a- 
robber. If we choose sin we say, “Not this man, but 
Barabbas.” We read what followed the choice of 
the Jews. “Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and 
scourged him.” As the Christian by sinning grieves 
the Holy Spirit, so in effect every sin of the Chris- 
tian scourges Christ afresh. Which is our answer? 
Is it, “Not this Man,” or, “Yea, Lord”? 


A Crisis in Foreign Missions 


F THERE is one verse in the New Testament more 
than another which sets forth the present situation 
in missions it is the one which Paul wrote to the 

Corinthian Church: “A great door and effectual is 
opened unto me, and there are many adversaries” (1 
Cor. 16: 9). This is a terse and almost cryptic say- 
ing. Nevertheless it is full of meaning, first as 
describing Paul’s situation, and then our own. This 
conjunction of experience unites Paul’s day with 
ours, and it reveals the almost pathetic truth that 
spiritual conditions, in spite of centuries of labor and 
hope, have changed little. Where Paul was, we are, 
with doors. wide open before us and around the doors 
many frowning and threatening adversaries. God took 
the apostle through his doors triumphantly. It re- 
mains to be seen if we shall let God lead us through 
ours in like triumph. 


Tue Open Doors 


In this year of grace 1930 there is scarcely a door 
on the face of the earth which is really closed to the 
missionary... There are unentered doors. But it is 
not because they are closed; it is because, though 
they are opened, the Church stands without and re- 
fuses to pass through. It is within the memory of 
some of us when we spoke perforce of the closed 
doors of Mexico, Central America, South America, 
Palestine, Turkey, Persia, Northern Africa, Ethiopia, 
the Congo, Madagascar, Arabia, China, Korea, and 
Japan. But this is not the phraseology we use now. 
When we speak of these regions, so far as possible 
missionary effort is concerned, we think of them as 
largely unoccupied but not as shut up. The fact 
of the matter is, we are forced to recognize that an 
unseen but powerful Hand has been let down from 
Heaven, that it. has laid hold upon locked and barred 
gates, that it has flung these gates wide open and 





holds them open; while a commanding Voice cries, 
“Go forward!” has worked in behalf of his 
people, and that mightily, 

But an open door is impenetrable unless it is ac- 
cessible.” And God has worked as mightily here as 
otherwise. Accommodation trains have been turned 
into lightning expresses ; sailing vessels have been 
transformed into “greyhounds of the sea”; and, as 
if this were not enough, expresses and greyhounds 
are being lifted into the air so that missionaries will 
presently be able to traverse continents and oceans 
and journey from mission station to station at the 
rate of a hundred miles or more an hour, . By every. 
means known to God an easy approach to the open 
doors has been provided for. And the Voice is cry- 
ing, not only, “Go forward,” but also, “Make speed, 
haste, stay not!” 

And God has not stayed his hand here. He has 
provided Christian men and women, who are young, 
strong, free, taught in the Word and prepared to 
teach others, who can and ought to go. These young 
people are in the churches, seminaries, and Bible in- 
stitutes. There are enough of them in ‘North America 
to evangelize the world, not to speak of the mauy 
others in Great Britain ‘and Europe. Some of these 
have heard the ,Voice and are eager to go. Some | 
are waiting to hear what the Lord God will say to 
them and are willing to go. There is a throb in the 
air, and hearts are tense as great issues are ready to 
be faced and settled. All that is needed is the mov- 
ing of the Spirit upon the face of the deep as he 
moved on the first morn of creation. And God is 
ready to work, and work wondrously. Yea, his voice 
is calling pleadingly, “Rise up, .. . and come away!” 

Moreover, the God who has said, “Thy silver and 
thy gold is mine,” has abundantly proved it. He has 
prospered nations until their coffers are filled . to 
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overflowing with both silver and gold. He has pros- 
pered individual nations, such as the United States, 
to the degree that one of them, without the aid of 
another, could evangelize the whole earth. Also, be- 
cause he would not have any but Christians under- 
take regenerative work, he has committed in trust 
to his redeemed throughout the world thousands, tens 
of thousands, hundreds of thousands, millions, and 
actually a billion and more of dollars, so that his peo- 
ple, even a few of his people, could supply every need 
of evangelization. One thinks of one’ husband and 
wife who are supporting one hundred missionaries. 
Assuredly others are prepared to do likewise, if only 
God will make the vision of the world’s need plain. 
And to these the Voice is speaking, “Behold, I say 
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; 
for they are white already to harvest.” 

It is clear, however, that access, men, and means 
are all in vain unless hearts far away are prepared 
to hear and believe. And here the wonders of God’s 
grace and power are seen as nowhere else. Old re- 
ligions have been tried out and have failed to give 
comiort and rest; the priests of heathendom are con- 
fessing themselves as impotent to help as their idols 
are; the new cults of theosophy, occultism, socialism, 
communism, and Sovietism have proved lifeless and 
profitless. Men are weary and out of the way. The 
darkness of night is about them and the terrors of 
death are before them. There is a cry in the gloom 
for salvation and a Saviour. And all this is the work 
of the living and loving God—his undermining, dis- 
integrating, destroying work, in order that poor, needy 
souls may long for rest*apd hail the Comforter when 
he comes. So the Voice cries once more: “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” 

All these are doors that God has flung wide open; 
and now, as never in the past, he bids us enter in. 


THe ADVERSARIES 


There are many common adversaries set before 
the missionaries. There are long and dangerous jour- 
neys to be taken in order to reach the field; there 
*are new climates and strange environments in which 
to live; there are difficult languages to master; there 
are hard adjustments with peoples and customs to 
make; there are discouragements, loneliness, weari- 
ness, sickness to live through and overcome. All these 
are real foes. 

Paganism, heathenism, or Mohammedanism confront 
the would-be winner of souls. And many of these 
near-eastern and far-eastern religions are centuries 
old; embedded in the traditions and superstitions of 
the people; often highly organized, with as mighty a 
hierarchy as exists in the Roman Catholic Church; 
and sometimes with powerful governments supporting 
and defending them. These are implacable foes. 

Misunderstandings and oppositions may come. Per- 
secutions may arise, as they are arising in China, 
wherein the missionary who went forth to love and 
in the hope of being loved finds himself with few 
friends and many enemies. Lately missionaries have 
been driven out of home and station, having to flee 
with tender women and children, seeking shelter in 
hut and cave, and finally almost done to death by 
wintry storm or summer heat, by lack of food and 
drink, and by ruthless men. These indeed are enemies 
to be feared. : 

Moreover, under the most favorable conditions, sin 
is sin out there as well as here, gripping lives and hold- 
ing them back from the Holy One; the sins of avarice, 
gambling, drinking, adultery, so that men will not 
hear, and when they hear will not obey. And oh, 
what adversaries these are, and how they break the 
heart of him who goes in-trust and labors in hope! 

Of late, new foes have appeared. Seventh Day 
Adventism, Christian Science, Modernism, such false 
teaching as is contained in popular missionary books, 
are all weaving fatal spells about the heathen mind 
and keeping darkened, groping souls away from Him 
who is the way, the. truth and the life. And before 
such adversaries the missionary knows not what to 
do, they are so specious, subtle, and destructive. 

Worse still, there is a worldly, indifferent, non- 
giving and non-going Church at home, the conscious- 
ness of which breaks the godly missionary’s heart 
more than heathendom does, because he had a right 
to hope for something else, because he had prayed 
with strong cryihg and tears that it might be other- 
wise, and because he had come home and pled with 
those whg had named the-hame of Christ only to find 
that he was speaking to deafened ears. And now, 
far away, in his. station, with too few workers to help 
and‘ too little money to use, he is, filled with disap- 
pointment, repeating the Master’s words over and 
over again, “A. man’s foes shall be they of his. own 
household.” 

Lastly, there is the heart-breaking conviction among 
missionaries who pray and watch that®God is almost 
turning away from the modern missionary enterprise, 
not because he has lost compassion for the multitudes, 
but because his Church, as a whole, is nearing the 
point of forsaking him and of refusing to let him 
lead her forth to save needy men. These missionaries 
realize that the One who stands before the present- 
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day Church is the One who, sword in hand, stood be- 
fore Joshua at Jericho and cried, “As captain of the 
host of the Lord am I now come”; ‘and it is their 
surmise that this Opposer of evil may increasingly 
withstand the carnal ways of his people —except as 
he may use a Gideon’s band here and there — until 
he comes before whom at his coming multitudes of 
Christians will stand ashamed. 

The crisis of decision and action is upon us. On 
the one hand we may, in the spirit of idleness, neglect 
the task; or, for fear of our enemies, deliberately turn 
back from it; though-we must remember that the One 
who opens doors can.shut them, and also that he 
is our Judge and that judgrhent must: begin at..the 
house of God. On the other hand we may take 
heed to the Christ who said, “Occupy till I come,” 
and, knowing that the time is short, realizing that 
souls are fast dying, longing to save those who are 
perishing, we may rise, enter in, suffer, and possibly 
die, if only, in and through all, we may obey and ¢on- 
quer. Great issues indeed are at stake, for ourselves 
and others. And listen, O man of God, the Voice once 
more cries: “Choose you ‘this day: whom ye will 
serve”! wee : 
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The Second ‘Coming and Missions 


Missions has a message of good news — not con- 
demnation, rat good advice, but good»news. Could 
there be any better news than the proclamation that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is coming again to this earth? 
God has raised up a woman in our generation as an 
outspoken, . fearless witness to the second coming of 
Christ. Miss Christabel Pankhurst, through her suf- 
frage and political activities before the war, had be- 
come known to the whole world and had made con- 
tacts with influential political leaders to an unusual 
degree. Then she began to realize the meaning of 
“that blessed hope” as revealed in God’s Word. She 
saw that here was an infinitely greater cause than 
“votes for women,” and she. began to canvass for 
votes for God. 

Her articles in THE SuNDAyY ScHoot TIMEs have 
been welcomed by many and read eagerly, and in an 
early issue Miss Pankhurst will tell readers of a 
remarkable organization formed by women in Great 
Britain last summer, “The Women’s Advent Procla- 
mation Heralding the Approaching Personal Visible 
Return in Power and Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Miss Pankhurst is having extraordinary experiences 
as she journeys throughout continents with this mes- 
sage. In her forthcoming article she writes: 


The world in general is at last ripe and ready to 
hear the Gospel —the good news—of the coming 
and Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. [In London 
and in Paris] audiences included intellectuals, writers, 
men of affairs, lawyers, political and social reformers. 
English audiences and French audiences alike were 
tense in their interest. The power of the prophetic 
argument was very evidently being felt. This was 
the first time, for most of these thoughtful, experi- 
enced and responsible listeners, that the correspond- 
ence between. Biblical prophecy and present-day events 
and conditions had been brought to their notice. There 
could be no doubt of the profound attention they 
were giving to the prophetic interpretation of the 
complex world problem of today, nor of their glad- 
ness at being offered what might prove to be the 
clew to this perilous tangle of human affairs. 


To be sure, the proclamation of the second coming 
must, in faithfulness, be accompanied by the pleading 
invitation to accept Christ as Saviour before he re- 
turns as King. The first time he came in grace. 
After nineteen centuries of the age of grace he must 
necessarily return in judgment. But there is still 
time for uncounted millions now living to receive 
him as Saviour, if the Word is preached faithfully, 
before he returns as King and Judge. Miss Pank- 
hurst tells of what many are saying to her after they 
have heard this message that is so new to them: 


_ “IT hope that you are right and that Christ is com- 
ing again. He cannot come too soon. The world 
needs him,” 

Typical also was this word of a distinguished old 
Frenchman wearing the emblem of the’ Legion of 
Honor in his buttonhole; he said at the close of the 
meeting in Paris: “Mademoiselle, you have’ given 
us new hope; you have put a radiant cross in our 
sky.” In. America, I am: convinced that the appeal 
and comfort of the good news of our Lord’s com- 
ing is and will be the same. 


Let us be in prayer that the Church ‘may be aroused 
to the heralding of the Lord’s return. And let us pray 
for God’s special blessing upon:Miss Pankhurst’s min- 
istry in America during the coring -months; those 
who would secure her, if -possible, for meetings’ in 
their own churches or communities may write Miss 
Christabel Pankhurst, care of Lincoln Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, Pasadena, Cal. 
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When a Doctor Wrote a Gospel 








fe IS beautiful and impressive to see the way 
the human and the divine are’ combined in 
the writing of the Bible. It is a divine Book, 
and it is also human. The words are all God- 
breathed, authoritative and infallible with the 
inerrancy of Holy Spirit inspiration; but the 
Spirit used human instruments for this writing 
of his Word, and their human personalities-and 
learning had full scope while they “spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” When 
a physician was chosen to wrjte one of the four 
Gospels he wrote as a physician would write, 
while at the same time under the guidance and 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
e 


So Luke’s Gospel is different from all the 
other sixty-five books of the Scriptures in its 
many evidences that it was written by a doc- 
tor. It takes a physician to discover these evi- 
dences of scientific accuracy and medical phrase- 
ology, and Dr. Howard A. Kelly,:the famous 
surgeon of Johns Hopkins University, who has 
been honored by learned societies in America 
and Europe as have few men of our day, has 
made a study of the Gospel of Luke for readers 
of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, of extraord- 
inary value and fascinating interest. 


In a paper addressed to the medical profession 
Dr. Kelly recently said that Luke’s viewpoint 
is possible only to a trained physician, while 
“the diction throughout all his writings is more 
replete with medical terms than that of any 
‘medical man of our own day who discusses lay 
matters.” Note, for example, the following: 


Luke alone preserves for us in the sermon 
at Nazareth our Lord’s appellation of physi- 
cian: “Physician, heal thyself.” 


Luke tells us that the leper who besought 
the Lord to heal him was “full of lepresy” ; 
he had the aggravated form, just as a physi- 
cian today describing a smallpox patient 
might note that he had the “confluent small- 
pox,” a far worse form than ordinary. 


Luke notes that the Gadarene demoniac 
had -been possessed a long time, always a 
matter of prime interest to a doctor; Luke 
elsewhere states, that the woman with issue 
had been troubled for twelve years, and that 
the woman who was “bowed together and 
could in no wise lift up herself” had suf- 
fered for eighteen years. 


In the expression in the shipwreck chapter, 
“They used helps, undergirding the ship,” 
the word used by Luke for undergirding is 
never used for ships but is common among 
medical men for structures which serve to 
strengthen some part of the body. “They 
used helps” is also remarkable as the current 
medical term applied to ligaments, muscles, 
peritoneum. 


A Doctor’s Study 
of the Doctor’s Gospel 
will appéar exclusively in next week’s issue of 
Tue Sunpay Scoot Times. It is one of 
many similar Sidelight articles of immense 
value to appear in these columns on the new 
year’s lessons for six months in the Gospel of 
Luke; others are the following: 

What Did Our Lord’s Temptations Mean 
Modern Pedagogy vs. Christ’s Teaching 
Learning How to Teach from the 
Master Teacher 
The Glory of God’s Gospel of Grace 
How to Study the Parables 
Some Meanings of the Crucifixion 
Why Must These Bodies Be Raised ? 
What Does the Bible Really Teach_ 
About Hell ? 

The Problem of Finding Time to Pray 
When Christ Comes Again to Reign 


For those not now receiving THe SuNnpAyY 
ScHoo,. Times a Ten Weeks Get Acquainted 
subscription, 25 cents, will secure several of these 
remarkable articles. As many of these 25 cent 
subscriptions may be sent as you wish, address- 
ing The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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Three Months in the Hands of Chinese Captors 
The stoty of the capture and release of 
the Rev. and Mrs. R. W. Porteous of the China Inland Mission 


By A. B. Lewis 














'“For we would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning our affliction which befell us in Asia, that 
we were weighed down exceedingly, beyond our power, 
insomuch that we despaired even of life: yea, we 
ourselves have had ‘the sentence of death within our- 


selves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in- 


God who raiseth the dead: who delivered us out of 
so great a death, and will deliver... ye also helping 
together on our behalf by your supplication; that, for 


the gift bestowed upon us by means of many, thanks | 


may be given by many persons on our: behalf” (2 
Cor, 1: 8-11). 


URING the latter part of the month of March 
D this year, the Christian people of this land 
were stirred by the news that the Rev. R. W. 
and Mrs. Porteous and Miss Nina E. Gemmell of the 
China Inland Mission, who were working in the city of 
Yuanchow in the west of the Kiangsi Province, had 
been captured by the Communist army under General 
Peng Teh Hwai. The position of these honored 
missionaries caused much concern and was regarded 
as being a very dangerous one, as only a few weeks 
before their capture, three Finnish ladies working 
in association with the China Inland Mission, Miss 
Cajander, Miss Ingman, and Miss Hedengren, were 
captured and cruelly murdered by the Communist 
brigands under the leadership of this same General. 
The Capture , 

The news flashed by the cables across the Pacific’ 
was broadcast throughout the land, and very many: 
Christian friends continued in earnest. prayer. to God: 
for the deliverance of these friends. In the goodness: 
of God Miss Gemmell was released after eleven days: 
of captivity, but Mr. and Mrs. Porteous continued to’ 
be held by these Communists until near the close’ 
of June, when the glad news of their release was 


made known to their many praying friends in this’ 
country and elsewhere. It seems to be fitting, and’ 


in harmony with the passage of Scripture quoted 
above, that Christian people who have been: praying 
for them, as well as others who are interested in 
their cases, should have some information as to the 
means God used to bring about their release, and: 
also have some record of the very many wonderful. 
answers to their prayers,’ so that praise and thanks- 
giving and glory may be given to God to whom it 
belongs. It is the earnest desire of these three friends 
that God, from whom they received grace aiid help 
in their time of need, should alone receive the praise an 
glory, and this account is written with that end in 
view. We also earnestly solicit the continued prayers’ 
of God’s people for the situation in China and in’ 
the Province of Kiangsi, where the enemiy truly seems 


to have come in like awflood. It is a fact that nearly. 


all the Mission stations in the Province of Kiangsi 


have had to be evacuated by the missionaries, and’ 


we desire at the outset to beg the Christian public 
in this land to pray that the Spirit of the Lord shall 
raise up a standard. against these powers of evil, 
which are at the back of this movement. 

It was on March 23 of this year that the Fifth 
Communist army under General Peng Teh Hwai sud- 
denly appeared at the city of Yuanchow, and after 
a brief resistance on the part of the garrison in the 
town, the city was surrendered in the early morning 
of March 24. The Mission station of Yuanchow has 
a staff of six foreign missionaries: the Rev. and 
Mrs. R. W. Porteous, Miss Nina E. Gemmell, Miss 
G. Regg, and the Rev. and Mrs. Russell H. Glazier. 
These latter three had left a few days previously 
for an out-station and were not in the city of Yuan- 
chow at the time it was attacked. Our friends Mr. 
and Mrs. Porteous and Miss Gemmell spent the night 
of the twenty-third hiding in a Chinese garden, and 
it was there that they were discovered in the early 
morning by some of the Communist soldiers. Their 
Mission home had already been looted. The Com- 
munist soldiers took all they wanted, then called upon 
the poor people of the city to carry away the rest. 

When they were captured Mr. and Mrs. Porteous 
weré at once bound by ropes. Miss: Gemmell, how- 
ever, was not bound. While this was going on, our 
friends called to mind those words concerning the 
Lord, which tell of him being seized and bound and 
led away, and they were able to realize in a new 
way something of what the Lord had endured for 
their sakes, and this brought a feeling of sweet calm 
to their hearts. 

As our friends were being taken away a certain 
young man, a non-Christian, whom they did not rec- 
ognize, came forward to plead fer them. He said 
to the soldiers: “Please do not harm these people, 
they have only done good all the years they have 


One terrible midnight last March three mission- 
aries of the China Inland Mission were forced by 
Communist machine-gun fire to leave their home 
and hide in a garden. There they stayed until 
early dawn, when, as. one of them writes, “a 
burly, savage-looking bandit jumped over the mud 
wall, came straight toward us, and in loud tones 
demanded our surrender. He was followed. by 
half a dozen armed men, who led us out of the 
garden into the road to be bound, saying: ‘ We’ve 
struck a bit of luck—now we shall be able to 
get some money.’” Miss Gemmell, who thus 
describes the experience, was soon released, but 
her companions, Mr. and Mrs. Porteous, were 
held for three months. In this article Mr. Lewis, 
also of the China Inland Mission, begins the thrill- 
ing story of their miraculous experience which 
will continue in several issues of the Times. 


As one reads he is reminded of those saints of 
another age “who through faith ... wrought 
. fighteousness, obtained promises... escaped the 
edge of the sword, out of weakness were made 
strong .. . had trial of . . . bonds and imprison- 
ment . .. being destitute, afflicted, tormented.” 
_ Yet through it all, like Paul and Silas, these twen- 
tieth century prisoners “ prayed, and sang praises 
unto God: and the prisoners heard them.” 








been in the city. This man here” — pointing to Mr. 
Porteous — “when our city was in danger from an 
attack by the Northern army, went out at the risk 
of his life in order to try to make peace for the city. 
Please do not bind them or do them. any harm.” 
When we realize how frightened the Chinese are 
at such times as these, and that their natural desire 
would be to avoid identifying themselves in any way 
with foreigners and Christians, who were the special 
objects of opposition and hatred by the Communists, 
we shall be in a position to appreciate this young 
man’s action in thus voluntarily defending the mis- 
sionaries. The soldiers were somewhat impressed by 
what the young man said, and in a short time their 
bonds were loosed and were never laid upon them again. 
The captive missionaries were first taken to several 
of the departmental headquarters of the Communist 
army, which by that time were established in various 
places in the city. There these young Communist 
leaders, many of them men in their twenties, took 
opportunity to rail at them in a haughty manner, 
accusing them as foreigners of being capitalists, im- 
perialists, propagandists of foreign culture designed 
to subvert the young Chinese from loyalty to their 
country, of being propagators of superstitious doc- 
trines, teaching men to believe in foreign gods, and 
the like. They rehearsed to them the many indignities 
China had suffered; or was supposed to have suffered, 
at the hands of foreign nations, and these too were 
laid to their charge as being representatives of such 
foreign nations. Our captive friends merely bowed 
their heads and meekly allowed this storm to pass 
over them, following the example of their Lord, who 
when he was reviled opened not his mouth. Here 
again they realized in a way they had never been 
able to before what the Lord had gone through for 
us, enduring the gainsayings of sinners and their false 
accusations against him; and it brought no little com- 
fort to their heart to realize that they were having 
fellowship in the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
As soon as the Chinese Christians heard that their 
belov.: missionary friends had been captured they 
rallied around them, and were ready to identify them- 





A letter written by Mr. Porteous during his captivity 
to his China Inland Mission friends at Nanchang 





selves with them, and to do what they could to plead 
for them. Led by the Chinese pastor, the Rev. Eo- 
Yang, they first of all drew up a petition to the Com- 
munist leaders, in which they explained that these 
missionaries had lived many years in the city of Yuan- 
chow, during which time they had established a- repu- 
tation for love and good works, and were respected 
by all who knew them. They had cared for the sick 
and poor, opened a home for the aged, and in general 
showed themselves to be the true friends of the peo- 
ple. For this they begged that the Communist leaders 
would be kind enough to release them. This petition 
they signed themselves, and also were able to procure 
the signatures of a number of non-Christian Chinese 
business men of the city. They also set to work to 
collect funds to be given to the Communists as the 
price of their release. As the Christians in the city 
are none of them rich people, and since at such times 
of unrest all are unwilling to hoard money if their 
homes, they were not able to collect any very large 
sum. It was with difficulty that they got together 
a sum of some four hundred and sixty Mexican dollars. 
While the pastor engaged in collecting this money 
was passing down the street, a certain non-Christian 
Chinese beckoned to him desiring to speak to him. 
He said: “I understand that you are collecting funds 
to assist in the release of Mr. and Mrs. Porteous and 
Miss Gemmell. If so, would it be permissible for 
us to have a share in this? We have no money in 
the house, but my wife and I would be glad to make 
a small contribution of certain little articles of jewelry 
if you think that would be acceptable.” The pastor 
thanked him with a truly grateful heart, and took these 
few articles of jewelry back in triumph to the Mis- 
sion station, where a number of the Christians were 
gathered together talking over ways and means of 
effecting the release of their missionaries. These 
articles were displayed to them, and it brought no little 
joy to their hearts to see this exhibition of love and 
respect from a non-Christian resident of the city. 
As soon as the Christian women saw what had been 
done, they took their cue from this, and ran away 
to search in their boxes, and very soon a little pile 
of gold and silver articles of adornment, such as are 
dear to the heart of all Chinese women, were lying in 
a heap upon the table. These were carefully parceled 
up, and taken together with the silver dollars and 
the petition to the Communist headquarters and pre- 
sented to the leaders in charge. 
The Ransom Demanded 


When they saw this small sum of money they abso- 
lutely refused to accept it. “We have already made 
a demand of $60,000,” said the leader, “as the ransom 
of these three foreigners. It is entirely useless for 
you to bring along such a small sum as this.” He 
then noticed the small parcel of jewelry and asked 
what it contained. For answer it was opened and dis- 
played before him, and he looked on it with some 
astonishment, asking for an explanation. 

“You gentlemen should know that we Christians 
ate but poor people,” replied the pastor, “and this 
$460 represents all the available money we have at 
this present time. But our women bethought them- 
selves of these articles of jewelry in their possession, 
and decided that they would be very glad to make a 
present of them to you if you would be kind enough 
to release their friends.” 

Hearing these words the Communist leader seemed 
not a little impressed. Turning to one of his col- 
leagues standing in the room and calling his attention 
to what had been said, he remarked: “If we Com- 
munists only had a spirit like that among us we 
could quickly put through this revolution. What a 
pity it is that these people do not link up with us. 
They would make fine revolutionists.” 

Then he turned to the pastor and addressed him 
as follows: “I cannot promise to release your mis- 
sionary friends. We have made a demand for $60,000 
transom from the China Inland Mission and we re- 
quire an answer from them to this demand. These 
four hundred and sixty dollars and this jewelry rep- 
resent the contributions of poor people. It is no part 
of our Communist program to rob the poor. We only 
rob the rich. You will, therefore, take this money’ 
and jewelry back again and restore it to those who 
have contributed it. We cannot agree to accept any 
of it. However, regarding your friends I will make 
this promise. Though we cannot agree to release. 
them they shall in future not be ill-treated. Moreover, 
we will promise you that they shall not be killed. 
With this you must be content. Now you can go 
back again.” 

Our friends, Mr. and Mrs. Porteous and Miss Gem- 
mell, were in prison with a number of other captives 
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in the Government School Compound in the city. 
Several of their Chinese friends visited them there, 
among them Mr. Chen Tao-shing the Christian boys’ 
school teacher, of whom ‘we shall have more to tell 
later. He came in to visit them with a look of sad 
concern on his face, but when he in turn saw their 
smiles and observed that the peace of God and his 
‘ own sweet calm possessed their hearts, he too bright- 
ened up and smiled. They were able to write a few 
words to their missionary fellow workers, and send 
them by the hands of these visitors. These letters 
were written on odd scraps of paper and seem almost 
too sacred to be published in an article such as this. 
They contained assurances of deep and sincere affec- 
tion for their fellow workers and begged them not to 
be concerned for them. They assured them that their 
hearts were full of peace and that the grace of God 
was upholding them in their time of need. Loving 
messages were sent to home friends, whom at that 
time they did not expect to see again. 

The next morning, March 25, they shared together 
the portion of “Daily Light” for the day, a small 
copy of which happened to be in their possession, 
and this was the wonderful message the Lord gave 
to them from that precious little book: 


I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, 
and I will net fear what man shall do unto me. 

Behgld, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this 
land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of. — Be strong and of a 
good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the 
Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with thee: he will 
not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present 
world. At my first answer no man stood with me, but 
all men forsook me. Notwithstanding the Lord stood 
with me, and strengthened me.--- When my father and 
my mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me up. 

Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.—I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, be- 
hold, I am alive for evermore. —I will not leave you 
comfortless: I will come to you. 


After two days the Communist army left the city 
to go southward in the direction of their stronghold 
in Yungsin, taking their captives with them. Outside 
the city the captives were lined up and a number of 
them were called out for execution; our friends sat 
there waiting for their names to be called, definitely 
expecting that their hour had come. While waiting 
for their names to be called they sang softly together 
hymns of praise and comfort, such as “Some Day 
the Silver Cord Will Break,” which has that beau- 
tiful chorus well known to most Christians, “And I 
shall see Him face to face, and tell the story saved 
by grace”; also “The City Foursquare,” and other 
hymns. They testify that at that time the peace 
of God filled their hearts, and that they faced death 
with no sense of fear, only realizing a little nervous- 
ness, explained by Mrs. Porteous as the same kind 
of feeling you have when you are waiting to have 
a tooth out, or perhaps waiting to catch a train. A 
number of the captives were executed at this place 
and then they were called to move on. Our friends 
were not permitted to take anything with them. In- 
deed, all that they had had already been looted. They 
merely had the things they stood up in. They of 
course had no articles of bedding and no covering 
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at night, and this was their condition during the 
whole period of, their captivity. They had, however, 
on their persons a few dollars, and strange to say 
these were not taken from them. Unfortunately they 
had no copy of the Bible or even a New Testament 
with them; a small copy of the Psalms, which Miss 
Gemmell had, was lost a few days later, and all they 
had of the Word of God was the miniature copy of 
“Daily Light,” mentioned above. . 

The roads to the south of Yuanchow over which 
they had to travel are rough, mountainous roads, and 
our friends were nearly exhausted trying to keep up 
with this quickly moving Communist army. Their 
captors, however, treated them with what considera- 
tion they could, and indeed when Miss Gemmell found 
herself worn out and utterly unable to climb the 
mountains without assistance, one of her guards gave 
her his arm and assisted her so kindly that, as she 
remarked, he might have been’ her own brother. God 
was hearing prayer and already touching the hearts 
of some of their captors. 

While on the march, and resting in a Chinese house, 
one of the soldiers brought to Mr. Porteous his Eng- 
lish concertina, which seemed to have suffered not a 
little in the looting. He asked Mr. Porteous if he 
could play a tune for him on it, and after tying it 
up with string and tape Mr. Porteous was_able to 
squeeze a tune out of it. Those who had come along to 
hear then asked for a song, and they three sang together 
some Engiish hyinns. It sounded quite good to the 
Communists; they were evidently interested and 
pleased, and they asked them if they could not sing 
something in Chinese. Mr. Porteous replied that 
they knew only Christian hymns in Chinese and those 
probably wou!d not be acceptable to Communists. 
They, however, professed that it did not matter to 
them what they sang, they would be quite willing 
to hear anything. Thereupon they sang some of 
our fine Gospel hymns, and the following is a trans- 
lation of one of them, which they sang to them at 
that time: 


My former state deep sunk in sin, 

’Twas a piteous sight indeed. 

Condemned to death, I lay in chains 

As captive waits his doom. 

When Christ came by He rescued me 

And saved my soul from hell. 
Refrain: 


Salvation to Jesus, salvation to Jesus, 

He bore my load of sin on his own shoulders, 
And I trusting in the merits of His cross 
Have obtained my liberty. 

Salvation to Jesus, salvation to Jesus, 

I trusting the merits of His cross 

Am brought from death into life 

And have obtained my freedom. 


Their songs finished,~ questions followed, and our 
friends were able to preach the Gospel to these men. 
Later on one of these men came to them and said: 
“I do not understand you foreigners; one would have 
thought your hearts would have been filled with sor- 
row, and here you sing hymns and seem to have 
peace in your hearts. How does it come about?” 
And our friends were able to explain to him that the 
peace God gives is not dependent upon circumstances, 
but can itself be depended upon at all times to garri- 
son the hearts of those. who trust Him. 


(To be continued) 














Letters from a Farm Mother to Her 
Son at College 3. The Law of Diminishing Returns 








Skylight Farm. 
Dear Boy 0’ MINE: 

I can hardly express to you my delight that you 
are finding the course in Farm Management so alto- 
gether to your liking. I can think of nothing more 
gratifying than to feel sure at last after much hesi- 
tation and deliberation that one is on the right track 
and in the way of finding the work for which one is 
best adapted. But I can hardly get used to the differ- 
ence between setting out to be a farmer nowadays and 
the way they went at it two generations back. I 
suppose your grandfather may be considered a model 
type of the successful farmer of his day. He told 
me one day with his quiet chuckle how his father-in- 
law asked him on the evening of his wedding dey 
for a financial statement. “I told him,” he said, “that 
I owned my team and had fifteen dollars in my 
pocket, but that was borrowed.” Remember that the 
land where now the State experiment farms 
lie was then unbroken prairie. Grandfather had to 
make .his own experiments. 

He once said in a letter to your father, “I invested 
quite a bit in your education. I expect you to be 
an improvement on your father.” I repeat the. chal- 
lenge. We may pass over the three college years 
. you have spent on a course of general culture. That 


was not designed by your parents so much for a 
business investment as- an attempt to broaden your 
horizon and quicken your sensibilities. We are sat- 
isfied with the results already apparent. But a tech- 
nical course should be a paying investment; and it 
is no more-than fair to add to the reckoning of, your 
own expenses there at least some recognition of what 
it has cost your State to afford you the opportunity 
you now enjoy. Remember also that Grandfather 
had one advantage that will not be yours. He paid 
thirty dollars an acre for land that has since been 
worth considerably more than ten times that figure. 


I can assure you that I am quite as much interested 
as you are in the question as to whether upon the 
completion of your course you are to hie you off to 
Oklahoma or some of the other “regions beyond” to 
undertake the management of one of those new-fangled 
ccrporation schemes for farming by “remote control,” 
or come home to manage your Dad and me, with some 
of the ancestral acres thrown into the -undertaking. 
I am perfectly sure how my vote would be cast; but 
when it comes to matters of this sort you know it is 
my custom just to pray and keep my mouth shut, ex- 
cept when I open it to ask questions. So far Dad 
has been rather non-committal. You and he must 
thresh it out. Obviously here is the chance to test 
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a very practical consideration of that “law of dimin- 
ishing returns” that you used to talk about last year. 
Ignorant as I am, I can see that it is a question of 
how much added equipment in machinery and pos- 
sibly in land would be required to make room in Dad’s 
establishment for a junior partner. 

I can’t help looking enviously sometimes upon the 
attainments of those women who can speak with glib 
assurance about problems in economics. It makes me 
feel defective. The only economic problem with which 
I can deal intelligently is how to make one dollar 
do the logical work of two in the family budget and 
still keep the ménage feeling respectable if not quite 
prosperous. Even here I’m not always confident of 
reaching the solution. But there are certain terms 
peculiar to your inaccessible sciencés that fascinate me 
because of analogies they suggest in the realms where 
I do feel at home. Your “law of diminishing returns” 
is one such. I wouldn’t undertake to state it ac- 
curately. About all I recall of Mr. John Stuart Mill’s 
learned discussion is that the agricultural industry 
furnishes ideal soil for it to propagate and get in 
its deadly work. So I know you have a real job 
of figuring before you, one with more momentous 
consequences than the question of grades that has 
hitherto loomed large. 

Meanwhile, without apy technical skill, I can see 


‘the law working all about me, in the world of busi- 


ness, in the field of sports, and most obviously of all 
in the realm of that strange, illusive thing we desig- 
nate as pleasure. I’ve even found it operating out 
in my own little henyard. For a few brief and golden 
years nothing on the farm yielded returns so generous 
in proportion to the outlay in money and effort as 
the chickens. Dad and I turned fanciers and plunged 
to the extent of twenty-five dollars and thirty-five 
dollars for a single bird. For a year or so it paid, 
even at that pace. Then difficulties began to appear. 
Before long it became apparent that unless one of us 
wished to take up living quarters in the henhouse 
we must begin to retrench. Today I hate the sight 
of a poultry journal and shudder at the mention of a 
poultry show; but I love to hear my little utility 
flock of biddies singing contentedly as they were do- 
ing just now when I took them out a ration of fresh 
vegetables, and a nest of eggs will always look to 
me like treasure trove. 

I’ve been wondering for a number of years, ag 
wiser heads than mine are doing, just where the 
trend in school athletics is carrying us. When I 
heard the radio announcer at the State University 
say the other night that the floor of the new field 
house is as big as a whole football field, I gasped to 
think of the outlay in taxpayers’ money and the ratio 
such expenditure bears to our investment in brain 
development to say nothing of soul culture. I am 
sure the disgraceful squabble in the Big Ten Confer- 
ence is just so much evil fruit from the tendency to 
go to seed in the field of sports. It is splendid for 
educators to recognize and stress the fact that our 
hord’s increase in stature was an important part of 
his early development; but it doesn’t warrant putting 
a six-foot basket ball player in a class exempt from 
the obligations devolving upon other youthful citizens 
who have only the humble asset of brains to recom- 
mend them. 

Ah, well, the economists must solve such problems 
as when the income from the gasoline tax and the 
appropriation of State funds for athletic expansion 
cease to yield proportionate returns, and whether the 
chain store is destined to prove the panacea for the 
ills of the corner groceryman and the rest of us. I 
started this discussion, not because I am wise in these 
matters, but because the thought of them suggests 
to my mind one absolutely sound investment that I 
do understand, one that I know I can recommend to 
young people where you may safely double your stake 
as often as you feel inclined and need never once 
sit down to compute your earnings to see whether 
they are proportionate to the increased outlay. In 
fact, you will never be able to estimate the accrued 
increment until the books are opened. How I wish 
I could convince the youth of the land that this sim- 
ple statement from the Word of God is as practicable 
and challenging as the rules of political science: “God- 
liness is profitable for all things, having promise of 
the life which now is, and of that which is to come.” 
If only society would believe and act upon that state- 
ment, it would stay this whole mad scramble that 
has in it revolting suggestion of a certain herd of 
swine that once rushed violently down a steep place 
into the sea and were drowned. 

I know a certain young man in the city of Cleve- 
land who for many months past has been working 
extremely hard for little more than a bare living 
wage, denying himself all the social enjoyments and 
little luxuries that he had back in his home town, and 
fighting down an occasional surge of homesickness, 
all because of a hope that is set before him, a hope 
to be realized now in a few weeks when, his probation 
over, his accumulated commissions will be due. Those 
commissions figure something rather handsome for 
a beginner in a department that was more or less 
of an experiment for his employers. But .I am think- 
ing that the commissions are only a small part of 
the sure return from his months of self-denial and 
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Lesson for January 11 


courage. Evidently his employers think so, too, for 
already has come a small promotion. God’s service 
is like that: with the advantages multiplied ten thou- 
sand times. No embarrassing complications there 
from overproduction and underpaid labor so long as 
the old world stands. His plants never shut down or 
lay off hands. The economy of God is absolutely 
exempt from the law of diminishing returns. 


Your Moruer. 
Me 


A Letter to an Outgoing Missionary 


HE following letter was written several years 

ago to a young missionary and his wife, just leave ‘ 
ing for a foreign land, by the late Rev. Roger B. 
Whittlesey, who had been a missionary for twenty- 
five years in China, and who at the time he wrote 
the letter was treasurer for America of the China 
Inland Mission. Mr..Whittlesey was greatly loved 
by all who knew him, and his cheerful manner and 
wise counsel were a constant source of help and en- 
couragement to his friends. The experience of mis- 
sion work in another country enabled the young couple 
to realize increasingly the value of this letter. It is 
given here in the hope that it may be a source of 
strength and blessing to those whose faces are set 
oa foreign lands for the sake of the Lord Jesus 

hrist. 


As this comes into your hands you will be aboard your 
steamer, and perhaps a bit uf a ways on your journey 
toward . I do hope that both K— and yourself 
will prove to be excellent sailors, and that the journey 
will be a very happy and helpful time for you. See all 
you can on board ship; everywhere. If conditions will 
permit of it make the acquaintance of the Chief Engineer, 
and see the “works” of the boat! They are worth see- 
ing! ‘Never join the ranks of those who think sanctifica- 
tion means shutting your eyes to everything! 
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My love and esteem for you both says how nice it 
would be if I could only go with you, and be with you 
in your service, helping, suggesting, warning, etc., as the 
case might demand. But how foolish would such a pro- 
cedure be, if it were possible! We shall serve you best 
as we pray for you, daily asking God to do for you in 
his way, which will be infinitely richer and fuller and 
better than our best. God’s way of speaking to you, and 
of getting at you, will be through his Word. Dwell on 
it, therefore. Begin each day with a portion of it. Pray 
for grace to see when he is speaking to you; and for 
grace to adjust yourself to what he thus shows you! Do 
that and you will be a successful Christian and mission- 
ary wherever you are. 

There is one thing, however, I want to mention in 
particular, and feel sure you won’t mind my doing so. I 
it has not already been done, somewhere in mid-Atlantic, 
just dump overboard all the supposed superiority we 
Americans think we have over most other folks! Enter 
merely as a sinner-saved-by-grace, and not as an 
American! Of course, in one sense, we must: never forget 
our nationality, and must carry ourselves in a way to 
honor our native land—but you know what I mean. 
Don’t be going around with a chip on your shoulder 
looking for your rights. I do not say this because I 
have seen anything in you which leads me to think it 
necessary, for, so far as I have observed, you are free 
from it all. I do know human nature a bit; though, and 
you will need to keep close to your Lord to prevent this 
sort of thing coming into your life. 

Mr. Hoste once said to me as I was about taking up 
a new and responsible post, “Mr. Whittlesey, you may 
expect all the honor and esteem you are worthy of re- 
ceiving, and no more!” 

good text is “Let your yieldingness be known unto 
all men” (Phil. 4:5, margin). 





We shall love to hear from you from time to time, * 


and ‘will reply every time. We shall not forget.to pray 
for you all the time, and feel sure you are going to be 
much used of your Lord in the ‘place he has placed you. 

With heartiest greetings, and lots of love from us all, 
Tam Yours very sincerely, 


Rocer B. WHITTLESEY. 








With American Sunday School Union 
missionaries in the Southwest 








Building Sunday. Schools in the Desert 


By Frank A. Kehrli 














his family was passing through a lonely com- 

munity, endeavored in vain to get some one 
who was a Christian to offer up a prayer before they 
buried the little one. Even at the grave he and his 
wife made a last effort to have prayer offered before 
the body was laid to rest. The men and their wives 
looked at each other in shame and helplessness while 
the father pleaded for some one to pray. 

“Finally a little girl snuggled up to her mother and 
said timidly, ‘Mamma, I can say a prayer.’ The 
mother drew the child to her but said nothing. But 
as the grief-stricken father made another fruitless ap- 
peal to the older people, the child said agajn, and 
loud enough to be heard, ‘Mamma, I can say a prayer.’ 

“As all eyes were turned on her and every helpless 
face said, ‘Let her try,’ the mother told the child to: 
go ahead. Then the child stepped forward and softly 
repeated, ‘Now I lay me down to sleep,’ and the 
remainder of the little prayer, and when she had fin- 
ished a sigh of relief went up from the little com- 
pany, and even the parents were satisfied.” 

So writes one of the American Sunday School 
Union missionaries in Arizona. 

Such pathetic instances of communities without 
anyone who can offer the simplest sort of Christian 
comfort and help in times of distress seem almost 
unbelievable in this so-called Christian nation of the 
United States, yet missionaries frequently learn of 
such sad cases among the unchurched and neglected 
people of some of our Western States. 

The Lower Coast District of the American Sunday 
School Union includes the great States of Arizona, 
California, and Nevada. When one thinks of this 
great .section, especially of California, he thinks of 
sunshine, fruits, and flowers. All these things have 
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-a large and true meaning, for it is a land that is 


ideal-in many ways, even as Canaan of old —a land 
of milk and honey. But the real call of the sunset 
land, to the spiritual observer, is the cry of neglected 
communities in the open country, the mountain sec- 
tions,'and on the great desert wastes. 

In square miles California ranks next to Texas, 
while Arizona and Nevada colild jointly hold within 
their borders several of our large Eastern States. 
It is difficult for one unacquainted with this great 
district to realize its varied climatic conditions. Dur- 
ing several months of the year, in a very few hours, 
one can go from sunny valleys -where fruit and flowers 
abound to the snow-covered heights. Southern Cali- 
fornia is entirely different from the northern part 
of the State. Literally thousands are pouring into 
southern~ California monthly. ‘Nevada and Arizona 
present. different problems. Nevada is largely a min- 
ing and grazing State where there are hundreds, of 





very small settlements of a few homes.- A few years 
ago the State Superintendent of Public Instructions 
reported 110 school districts of an attendance of five 
or less.. When the price of copper is up the mines 
are active and a splendid opportunity presents itself 
for Sunday-school work, but when the price falls, 
often the mines close and the people scatter. In many 
of these small communities we establish home depart- 
ments, and the missionary keeps in touch with them 
by correspondence and an occasional visit. We found 
one southern Nevada community, where plaster is 
mined and prepared, which supported three teachers 
in the public school and had been in existence nine- 
teen years without a Sunday-school. We organized 
the first Sunday-school with forty-two present. 

Traveling 250 miles over the southern Arizona 
semi-arid lands with one of our faithful missionaries 
on a three-days’ trip, we found isolated homesteaders 
thirty, sixty, and even ninety miles from towns, 
churches, or Sunday-schools. In one partially aban- 
doned mining town a lady said, “It is tragic to see 
parents who, when death visits the home, must bury 
their children without even a prayer at the grave.” 

We visited one such home, where the mother had 
had to bury three children without a Christian service. 
A. school teacher said to our missionary, “I could 
hardly. stand to see it done, and although I was not 
used to even leading a meeting, I did volunteer to read 
the Twenty-third Psalm and repeat a prayer at the 
burial of a child in the community where I taught.” 

Our two Arizona missionaries have schools scattered 
all over that great State in isolated places and are 
beloved for their work’s sake by these appreciative 
people. These faithful missionaries also visit the 
Mexican cotton pickers’ camps, the homes of the Mex- 
ican railroad workers, and the Mexican homes in the 
far-away mining camps, and by both sale and gift dis- 
tribute Spanish Bibles and Testaments and Spanish 
tracts among the thousands of Mexican families scat- 
‘tered throughout the unchurched districts of Ari- 
zona. 

In the California Sierra Nevada Mountains we found 
community after community without a Sunday-school. 
At one place twenty-five miles from the nearest Sun- 
day-school, with a public school of about thirty chil- 
dren enrolled, no Sunday-school had been held for 
twenty-five years. Sunday was like any other day, 
with stores open and lumber operations going on as 
on a week day. When I asked a clerk in the store 
if they never thought of spiritual things he made an 
unforgettable answer in these words, “We would if 
some one would come in and teach us, but for the 
past twenty-five years we have had neither Sunday- 
school nor preaching services in this place.” I am 
glad to report that we now have a splendid Sunday- 
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school there, and for the past two summers we have 
conducted Daily Vacation Bible Schools there. 

The only Christian work being done in Alpine 
County, Cal.,a sparsely settled mountain county, is that 
which our missionary is able to do during the sum- 
mer months, as it is almost impossible to get about 
in the winter months on account of the deep snows. 
One of our missionaries wrote me as follows: “In 
the five counties of-my field here in central Cali- 
fornia I have found twenty-five communities where 
at one time they have had churches, but these have 
all been abandoned. Union Sunday-schools have been 
established in eleven of these. We have a splendid 
Sunday-school in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains in Shasta County, Cal., where thirteen 
months ago the children hardly knew what a Sunday- 
school was. This is forty miles from a high school 
or established church. While visiting this school last 
summer I met young people past high school age who 
had never had the privilege of attending Sunday-school 
more than two or three times in their. lives until 
our work began in their community. After the sec- 
ond service in one of these mountain communities 
a mother approached me and said her children were 
talking about the meetings the day previous and her 
boy, ten years old, made a remark that he “Sure was 
going to hear the man talk at the schoolhouse be- 
cause all he did was to cuss all evening” and he liked 
to hear him cuss. One of our superintendents, visit- 
ing the homes of her children, made a remark to a 
twelve-year-old girl that she supposed she knew the 
Lord Jesus, and the girl answered, ‘‘No, I don’t know 
him, but I think my brother does because he talks 
about him all the time.” What a pity that children 
should grow up in our own supposedly Christian land 
without knowing the difference between preaching and 
profanity which they come in touch with. Such con- 
ditions challenge us to work harder that the children 
of our own homeland might know of God and his 
Son Jesus Christ. 

In the coast section our missionary Elder is doing 
a most splendid piece of work in opening Japanese 
Union Sunday Schools, enlisting fine consecrated 
young people from the city churches as _ teachers. 
Each June he has an annual all-day religious and 
social gathering, and it was the writer’s privilege to 
be present and to address one of these gatherings, 
which numbered about three hundred Japanese. Each 
year a Bible-Memory Contest is put on among our 
Japanese Sunday-schools, and it-often surprises one 
to know the number of verses these children commit 
to memory. One year the girl who took the prize for 
Bible Memory work committed over thirteen hundred 
verses. Mr. Elder also has several Mexican Union 
Sunday Schools. One of his Mexican Sunday-schools 
has developed into a Presbyterian Mission, which is 
doing a splendid work. 

We have grown so accustomed to hearing America 
referred to as a Christian nation, that we are apt 
to forget that there are vast sections of our country 
unreached and where not even a Sunday-school is 
in operation. 

During the early part of my work here, some five 
years ago, I made a survey of ten school districts in 
northern Los Angeles and southern Kern counties, Cal., 
where I found an enrollment in each school of from 
twelve to thirty-four scholars, which were fribm seven 
to forty-five miles from a church. I found only one 
Sunday-school in the ten districts. A mother in one 
of these districts, who had formerly lived in south- 
ern California where her little girl attended Sun- 
day-school, said that her little girl cried and wanted 
to know if her daddy couldn’t go to Bakersfield, thirty- 
four miles away, and buy her a Sunday-school. I 
am glad to report that on‘a certain Sunday we estab- 
lished a Sunday-school there with about forty people 
present. Also in two of these other districts we opened 
up Sunday-schools. We still maintain the school that 
the little girl so earnestly longed for. 

At Sunset, Ariz., we have a Sunday-school that 
is thirty-two miles from a railroad or a church. At 
Cortez, Nev., our missionary did a splendid work 
during the time the mine was in operation, which is 
eighty-two miles from the nearest church. Last Jan- 
uary when our missionary visited them, the snow 
was so deep on the unfrequented road that at times 
he had to shovel his way through the snow to find 
out if he was on the road or not. Thus through win- 
ter snows and summer’s intense heat our missionaries 
are ever on the alert, teaching those who so much 
need this service. Searchlight, Nev., is a mining town 
twenty-two miles from a railroad, where we have been 
the only Christian workers for several years. About 
the only Gospel message or Christian teaching brought 
to these people is by the work of the American Sun- 
day School Union (with headquarters at 1816 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia). 

We now have twelve missionaries giving full-time 
service in reaching the otherwise unreached communi- 
ties of our district. The work we have accomplished 
is bearing rich fruit, but there is so much that we can 
not attempt because of the lack of funds. Does not the 
responsibility for the neglect lie at the door of the 
Christians of America? 


GLENDALE, CAL. 
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LESSON 2. JANUARY II. 


THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 2 


Golden Text.—Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.—Luke 2 : 52 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 40-52 


Kine JAMES VERSION 
40 And the child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and 
the grace of God was upon him. 


41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem 
every year at the feast of the passover. 

42 And when he was twelve years old, 
they went up to Jerusalem after the cus- 
tom of the feast. 

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, 
as they returned, the child Jesus tarried 
behind in Jerusalem ; and Joseph and his 
mother knew not of it. 

44 But they, supposing him to have been 
in the company, went a day’s journey ; and 
they sought him among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintance. 

45 And when they found him not, they 
turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking 
him. 

46 And it came to pass, that after three 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

40 And the child grew, and waxed 
strong, ? filled with wisdom: and the grace 
of God was upon him. * 

41 And his parents went every year to 
Jerusalem at the feast of the passover. 
42 And when he was twelve years old, 
they went up after the custom of the 
feast; 43 and when they had fulfilled 
the days, as they were returning, the boy 
Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and 
his parents knew it not; 44 but supposing 
him to be in the company, they went a 
day’s journey; and they sought for him 
among their kinsfolk and acquaintance: 45 
and when they found him not, they re- 
turned to Jerusalem, seeking for him. 46 
And it came to pass, after three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the *teachers, both hearing them, 


KinG JAMES VERSION 
days they found him in the temple, sit- 
ting in the midst of the doctors, 
hearing them, and asking them questions. 
47. And all that heard him were aston- 
ished at his understanding and answers. 


48 And when they saw him, they were 
amazed: and his mothér said unto him, 
Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 
behold, thy father and I have sought thee 
sorrowing. 

49 And he said unto them, How is it 
that ye sought me? wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father’s business? 

50 And they understood not the saying 
which he spake unto them. 


51 And he went down with them, and 
came to Nazareth, and was subject unto 
them: but his mother kept all these sayings 
in her heart. 


52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with God and man. 
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.and asking them questions: 47 and all 


that heard him were amazed at his under- 
standing and his answers. 48 And when 
they saw him, they were astonished; and 
his mother said unto him, * Son, why hast 
thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father 
and I sought thee sorrowing. 49 And he 
said unto them, How is it that ye sought 
me? knew ye not that I must be ‘in my 
Father’s house? 50 And they understood 
not the saying which he spake unto them. 
51 And he went down with them, and 
came to Nazareth ; and he was subject unto 
them: and his mother kept all these ® say- 
ings in her heart. 


52 And Jesus advanced in wisdom and 
* stature, and in 7 favor with God and men. 


1Gr., becoming full of wisdom. * Or, 
doctors. See 5:17; Acts 5: 34. %Gr., 
Child. *Or, about my Father's busi- 
ness. Gr., in the things of my Father. 
* Or, things. ° Or, age. 7 Or, grace. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


O SEEK to mold our children’s lives after 
j the pattern of the Holy Child, Jesus. 


The Historical Setting 

See the note to last week’s lesson. 
Verse by Verse 

Verse 40.—The child grew. This refers to bodily 
growth. And waxed strong. This refers to mental 
or spiritual growth. The body advances in stature 
and the soul in wisdom. The divine nature revealed 
its own wisdom in proportion to the measure of the 
bodily growth (Cyril). Filled with wisdom. The 
present participle is used. Literally, “being filled with 
wisdom.” The grammar indicates a continuous process. 
Of even John the Baptist it was said that he was 
filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother’s womb 
(1:41). Much more, therefore, may this same ex- 
perience be predicated of our Lord. And that is what 
is implied here. For one can only be filled with 
wisdom by being filled with the Spirit of wisdom. 
Wisdom is knowledge transmuted into character. It 
has a moral as well as an intellectual meaning. 


Verse 41.—His parents went to Jerusalem every 
year. . According to the Law (Exod. 23:15; Deut. 
16:1). 

Verse 42.—Twelve years old. At the age of twelve 
a boy was called by the Jews a “son of the Law,” and 
first incurred legal obligation. It is not to be inferred 
from this narrative that this was the first time the 
Holy Child had accompanied his mother and foster 
father to the Passover. 

Verse 43.—When they had fulfilled the days. The 
seven days of the Passover feast (Exod. 12:15, 17). 

Verse 44.—I/n the company, i. ¢., the company form- 
ing the caravan or band of travelers. Usually, all 
who came from the same village or district traveled 
together for mutual pleasure and protection. 

And they sought him. When the caravan encamped 
for the night the absence of the Lord Jesus was dis- 
covered. At that time they would naturally expect 
that he would return to his own tent. Joseph and 
Mary were doubtless so accustomed to his thought- 
fulness and obedience that they did not become anxious 
until they found that he was really not in the caravan 
at all. 

Verse 45.—Seeking him. The participle implies 
that the search continued all along the way. 


Verse 46.—After three days. It is probable that 
this is made up of the one day’s journey outward 
from Jerusalem, one day on the return, and some 
unspecified part of the third day. This calculation is 
on the analogy of the three days in the tomb. That 
it was a common Jewish mode of reckoning appears 
from comparison of Esther 4:16 with 5:1. 

In the temple. In one of the rooms attached to the 
Temple where the rabbis taught their schools. In 
the midst. This is simply “among.” Hearing them. 
Listening to them. Asking them questions. It must 
not be supposed that our Lord was acting the part 
of a master. It was the custom in the Jewish schools 
for scholars to ask questions of the teachers, and 
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a great part of rabbinical books consists of the an- 
swers of the rabbis to such questions. 


Verse 47.—His understanding and answers. The 
understanding evidenced by the questions which he 
asked and the answers he gave when the teachers 
proceeded to examine him. There is nothing incon- 
gruous here with the idea of the earnest minded and 
thoughtful boy sitting at work in a class. The notion 
that the Lord Jesus as a boy of twelve was teaching 
the rabbis is false to the narrative and would make 
him to be a mere prodigy and not a normal human 
boy at all. And as such he would be entirely alien 
to the life of our own scholars. 


Verse 48—His mother said. Note that it is the 
mother and not the reputed father who speaks. Note, 
too, how far removed this whole incident is from the 
alleged mythical exaggerations which are said to be 
the basis of our Gospel narratives. 

Thy father and I. It follows from this that up to 
this time Joseph had been so called by the child Jesus 
himself, but from this time never. If Mary had 
merely said “We,” the contrast could not have been 
so vividly and yet delicately brought out. 


Verse 49.—Wist ye not? Did ye not know? This 
is no reproachful question. It is asked in all the sim- 
plicity of holy childhood. It appears to him as if 
that conviction, the expression of which now breaks 
forth from him, must have been known to them al- 
ready. 

I must be. I ought to be. It is proper for me to 

It is a word often used by our Lord of his 
appointed and undertaken course. (Cf. Matt. 16:21; 
26:54; Mark:8: 31; 13: 7-10; Luke 4: 43; 9:22; 13: 
33; 19:5; 21:9; 22:7; John 3:14; 4: 4, and others.) 

My Father’s business. Primarily the words mean, 
“in my Father’s house.” But we must include also the 
wider sense which embraces the idea of all places 
and employments of my Father. The best rendering 
would perhaps be “among my Father’s matters.” The 
employment in which he was found just then learning 
the Word of God would naturally be one of these. 





The Threefold Life 
By Amos R. Wells 


ESUS grew in wisdom’s might, mind. attuned to 
God and right. Jesus grew in stature tall, 
towering above them all. Jesus grew in favor’s 
span, favor both of God and man. In this world 
with folly rife, Jesus led the threefold life. Who 
can measure wisdom’s worth, guide to heaven and 
on earth? Richer far than any king, wisdom is 
the chiefest thing. Who can picture in his song, 
body-graces firm and strong? Bless the Lord who 
gives us health, basis of the spirit’s ‘wealth. Who 
can live earth’s citizen save in harmony with men? 
Human favor, kindly dear, gives us confidence and 
cheer. Who can run the mortal race, lacking God’s 
sustaining grace? Heavenly favor, loving - wise, 
lifts poor creature to the skies. On this earth Thy 
Jesus trod, Thou who art the Triune God, down 
— this woeful strife, may we live the threefold 
ife. 











Note that the earliest self-consciousness of the Lord 
Jesus which is revealed to us is that of sonship. 


Verse 50.—And they understood not. Both Joseph 
and Mary knew in some sense who Jesus was, but 
they were not prepared to hear so direct an appeal 
to God_as his Father. 


Verse 51.—He ... was subject unto them. Liter- 
ally, “he was being subject unto them.” The subj€c- 
tion was a steadily continuing one day after day. 
But his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 
They must have reawakened memories of all that had 
happened twelve years before. Some unbelievers have 
held that it was impossible for Mary ever to have 
forgotten, but this argues surely a very shallow idea 
of the human heart. Twelve years is a long time 
for most of us to remember even the most stupendous 
happenings, And it is altogether true to life that 
while Mary should never quite forget the impres- 
sions of those eventful months yet the recollection of 
them became blurred and that it should have become 
again sharpened by this incident. Note that the word 
“heart” is used here, as always in Scripture for the 
thought and reason. It never refers to the emotions 
as it does with us. 


A Lesson Outline 
The childhood of the Lord Jesus. 
1, Home. 
2. School. 
3. Trade. 


Golden Topics 


1. Our Lord and human nature. The Lord Jesus 
Christ has taken our nature upon him. It was there- 
fore necessary for him “to be made like unto his 
brethren” in all weakness and bodily infirmity from 
which legal uncleanness arose (Heb. 2:17; 4:15). 
The body which he took on him was not a body of 
sin. Yet it was mortal, subject, that is to say, to the 
consequences of sin in the race. His body was in 
the tikeness of sinful flesh subject to the same con- 
ditions. Yet it was incorruptible by reason of the 
indwelling of the Godhead (1 Pet. 3:18). Therefore 
it was that in the fulfillment of his sacred work of 
redemption the Lord Jesus became subject to legal 
rites and purifications.’ It was not that these were 
necessary for him but because they were included in 
those things which were becoming for him in his 
humiliation. And also in his lifting up into the God- 
head of that human nature for which all these things 
were absolutely necessary. In this chapter we have 
two examples of the working of this principle. First, 
in his circumcision (2:21) and, second, in his formal 
observances of the Temple services (2:42). At that 
time began the second stage in the life of our Lord. 
This was the fulfilling of the course of blameless legal 
obedience in his own person and by his own‘ will, 
Thus the Lord has as man done two things: (1) He 
has perfectly kept the law and (2) he has identified 
himself with those who have broken the law. And 
he has done so by the acceptance of all those rites 
which the Lord established as necessary for sinners 
in order that they might be accepted in the presence 
of a holy God 

2. The Lord Jesus as a child. The unfolding of his 
childhood had been so gradual and natural that even 
Joseph and Mary had not been forcibly reminded by 
any strong individual notes of what he really was. 
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Lesson for January -11 


In this lesson we see the boy irresistibly drawn to 
the exposition of God’s Word. And as that Word 
was taught and set forth however imperfectly by the 
rabbis the consciousness of his own unique relation- 
ship to God began to awaken within him. Note, too, 
the important lesson contained in the fact that this 
high consciousness did not prevent him from continu- 
ing to be subject to Mary and Joseph, or from learn- 
ing to take his share in the family tasks or from 
working at Joseph’s trade (Mark 6:3). So we have 
here a beautiful picture of Christ’s human nature ex- 
panding into self-conscious responsibility. -The rec- 
ognition of deity (v. 49), and yet the response to 
the immediate practical demands of life. It is all a 
lesson and pattern for the childhood of our own boys 
and girls. 


3. This lesson will abound with opportunities for ' 
very homely practical hints. The Lord Jesus at school. 
His earnestness and diligence. The Lord Jesus at 
home. Obedience and thoughtful love. The Lord 
Jesus at work with Joseph. He finds nothing deroga- 
tory in labor.. And in spite of the great accession 
of self-conscious recognition of who he was and whe. 
he had come to do he was yet content to wait for 
God’s time before taking the next step. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs, Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of. your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


W oAt was the significance of being made “a son 
fY of the law” in Jewish custom? i 

2. What “law” did Jewish boys study, and where? 

3. Is it possible. that Joseph owned the entire Old 
Testament Scriptures f 

4. What Scriptures throw light on the persons in- 
cluded in the family of our Lord? 

-§. What is the most reasonable interpretations of all 
these allusions to his immediate family circle, in -the 
Nazareth home? 

6. What indication is there that Christ recognized his 
true status in relation to his heavenly Father very early? 

_7. Do you think this indicates equally that he recog- 
nized at this time his true status in relation to his re- 
puted father Joseph? (Personal.) 

8. On what other occasions did Christ show very defi- 
nitely that his relationship to his divine mission took 
precedence over his relationship to his mother? 

9. What was the theme of the questions and answers 
being exchanged between Christ and the doctors in the 
Temple when his parents found him? 

10. What is “my Father’s business” as referred to in 
the reply of Christ to his mother? 

11. Is it possible to give first place to “my Father’s 
business” in this present day and make a success of life? 

12. Compare verses 40 and 52. (Personal.) 

13. Point out some evidences of the unique character 
of the child Jesus in Luke 2. (Personal.) 

iti 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Two Plus Two.—The grace of God was upon him 
(v. 40). Once again I am out in Chicago attending 
a Y. M. C. A. convention. On Sunday I went to 
the Edgewater Church and found my old friend Wil- 
liam A. Peterson teaching the Men’s Bible Class. 
This class is made up not of steel workers like my 
Iron Rose, but of the city’s able business and pro- 
fessional men. I sat back and listened to the way 
the other fellow did it. The lesson was on Steward- 
ship and “the grace of giving” (2 Cor. 9:7, 8). 
Peterson asked: “Now what do you understand by 
‘grace’?” None of the men had an.answer. Have 
you? Well, beloved, it is one of those things hard 
to answer. Mr. O. D. Young, head of the General 
Electric Company and “Reparations” undertook to 
jump, a class in college on his excellence in mathe- 
matics. The first question the professor put on the 
board for him to answer was, “Two plus two equals 
four—why?” After half an -hour Young says, “I 
concluded I did not know as much as I thought I did 
and went along with my class.” Defining “grace” is 
something like that. It is just one of those things. 
In the case of the Lord Jesus, what does it mean 
“The grace of God was upon him’? Everything 
goed, great, beautiful, and happy Heaven has to be- 
stow. It is all-inclusive of the best in the Godhead, 
for was not Jesus very God himself? Grace includes 
everything heavenly and, the chief item that goes to 
make grace is love. If the “boss” loves you there is 
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no question about being “in the good graces of the 
old man,” as the shop and mill phrase has it. Ditto the 
girl. Ditto the boy. I was talking about a very 
charming girl, one of my Rock Run babies, who is 
away: preparing herself for a profession. I said, 
“Seems like a waste, for she won't last long profes- 
sionally.” “Why?” they asked. “Because she has 
all the graces, looks, manners, charm, religion, and 
some goed fellow will gobble her.” And he did. God 
gave the Lord Jesus everything a human can have. 
The Perfect One. Never a man spake as he. Even 
“hard boiled” Pilate, Roman expert, had to say, “No 
fault. in this man” (Luke 23: 4). 


A Test.—In the temple . .. asking them questions 
(v. 46). . Where you are likely to be found is a 
very good indication of the kind of fellow you likely 
are. Some folks we would expect to find in the 
“temple,” and other folks we would expect to find 
—oh, well, you fill out the sentence. No better test 
of character: “A man is judged by the company he 
keeps.” Hundreds of fellows in Coatesville have 
gotten good jobs for the sole reason they were mém- 
bers of the Iron Rose Bible Class. Noscitur a sociis 
— “He is known by his companions,” says the wise 
old Roman. Here is what the Book says: Psalm 
1:1; 1 Corinthians 15:33. Jesus wanted to know 
because he did know. When I go to one of the trade 
meetings I notice that after the paper is read, and 
questions are asked for, it is the experts in the line 
of the paper, the men who know, who do all the 
questioning. You will notice if you teach a class, it 
is the one who knows the lesson who asks the most 
questions. The fellow who has never looked at the 
lesson is generally voiceless and dumb. The fellow 
who never has read the Bible is apt to be the one who 
will ask “Who was Cain’s wife?” When one of you 
fellows begin to ask questions about Heaven, it is a 
hopeful sign that you have some of the heavenly in 
you (Prov. 23:7). When you begin to ask questions 
about hell — well; I think of Ike Thompson. When 
the boys in the mill said, “Ike, do you think hell is 
like old number four open hearth, sizzlin’ over there?” 
Ike replied, “I don’t know an’ I ain’t a carin’, I ain’t 
headed that way.” - Just now the Coatesville Boiler 
Works is moving their plant to Middletown and tak- 
ing a big lot of their skilled men. Many out of the 
Iron Rose Class. When -these men found they were 
“headed” for Middletown it was wonderful how in- 
terested they got in a town which had only been a 
name before. The point of the lesson is this, before 
you will ask questions about the things of God you 
must know God. Jesus knew God because he was 
God and he went to the Temple to talk about the 
things that pertained to Heaven and the Father’s busi- 
ness. 


One Grand Wish.—In favour with God and man 
(v. 52). If you have a boy and were given one wish 
for him, what would that wish be? Can’t you decide? 
Well, here it is: Let the boy grow in favor with 
God and man. This is all-inclusive if you will think 
it out. Makes him sure of both Heaven and earth, 
the next world and this. There are such men. That 
America has thousands and thousands of them (and 
women, too) is one of the reasons I rejoice that I am 
an American. The same thing can be said of our 
British cousins across the sea. Oliver Cromwell, 
George Fox, John Wesley, and William Booth have 
done their part in seeing to that. While upon the 
Continent Martin Luther, John Calvin, Huss, Savon- 
arola have also been busy. Rienzi cried, “In that 
ancient day, to be a Roman was greater than to be 
a king.” So in this modern day, to be in favor with 
God and man is greater than to be a king. For if we 
are to believe the Book, in such case we are royal, 
as per the former paragraph—1 John 3:2. I am 
winding my way home through Pennsylvania from 
Chicago via Buffalo. While in Chicago I called upon 
Maurice Rothschild, a Hebrew who has the largest 
and finest men’s furnishing store in the world, a big 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy. or $1 a dozen. 


. First Quarter 
1. January 4.—The Birth of John the Baptist ...Luke 1 
2. January 11.—The Childhood of Jesus ..,........ Luke 2 
3. January 18—The Ministry of John the Baptist ..Luke 3 
4. January 25.—Jesus Tempted ......... Luke 3:21 to 4:30 


5. February 1.~Jesus the Great Physician. 
Luke 4: 31 to § +39 
6. February 8.—Jesus the World’s eacher .,.... Luke 6 
7. February 15.—Jesus the Friend of Sinners ......:. Luke 7 
8. February 22.—Jesus Bearing the Good Tidings ..Luke 8 
9. March 1.—Jesus Sending Forth Missionaries 
Luke 9:1 to 10:24 
10. March 8.—The Good Samaritan ........... Luke 10 : 25-37 
11, March 15.—Jesus Among Friends and Foes 
Luke 10: 38 to 11: 54 
12, March 22—The Use and Abuse of God’s Gifts. 
CEOMPCTANES ECSIOBLY “evcisiccs ccc cccccsvecsecesecs Luke 12 
13» March 29.—Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour: 
Preparation and Popularity. 
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white skyscraper sort of building. In the course of. 
my call he said this to me: “Mr. Ridgway, while 
I make no inquiry whatever as to the religious con- 
victions of my many employees I have noticed that 
my most dependable, my most faithful, my most valu- 
able men and women are those who are tied up with 
things religious.” Mr. Rothschild was not referring 
to his Hebrew help who cut synagogue except for 
the social functions, or the “Christian’’ help who cut 
church except for funerals or weddings, neither of 
which classes are in favor with either God or man. 
Such sort are religious jokes and pass out “unwept, 
unhonored, and unsung” and do not “on departing 
leave behind them footprints on the sands of time.” 
On coming to the end of this paragraph I have closed 
my eyes and had the folks in town go trooping across 
my imagination. .I find it true here in Coatesville, 
those in favor with God and as a rule those in favor 
with man are for the most-.part sitting in the high 
places. Try it where you live. 
CoaTEsvIL_e, Pa. 
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Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel S. Low 





MatertaL: Photographs of a boy, from in- 
fancy to manhood. 











E HAVE some pictures to look at today. Let's 

take this one first. Isn’t that a pretty baby? 
We'll set it here. And this cute little boy next. Then 
here is a larger boy, a fine looking lad, large enough 
to.be a Boy Scout. And this is a handsome young 
giant in a football suit. And this last one is a splen- 
did young man, a graduation picture. 

What a good looking lot of boys! But we'll look 
3 little closer. I do declare, they are all the same 
oy ! 

What a startling thing has happened to him, the 
same miracle that happens to every normal boy, he 
has “grown up.” The same thing the Bible says 
about Jesus Christ, he “advanced in wisdom and 
stature.” 

But that verse says some more,—“in favor with 
God and man.” I wonder if that can be said of this 
boy. Many of our boys grow. up in wisdom and 
Stature, and in favor with man, but they have never 
sought God’s favor. 

How can you: grow in favor with God? Only by 
doing his will, and you cannot even begin to do his 
will until you have accepted his Son as your Saviour. 

That is the first step. Then you can grow by fol- 
lowing God’s commands in his written Word, and 
through prayer and communion, you may hear the 
Spirit’s voice, and follow him. 

You cannot grow “in favor” until you are 
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favor. Are you “in’? 
Mopesto, CAL. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Iustrations must reach The seater School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specteny desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n ; 


The Meaning of “His People.””—A light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel (v. 
32). The Rev. Leon Tucker tells an interesting in- 
cident that occurred in one of his meetings. A Jew 
was asked to read in Hebrew, and translate, Mat- 
thew 1:21, “Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he 
shall save his people from their sins.” He proceeded 
as far as “his people,” and paused. Mr. Tucker urged 
him to proceed, but he hesitated to do so through mod- 
esty. Being further pressed, he rendered the language 
thus: “He shall save his own relations from their 
sins.” How odd, yet beautiful as odd! Is it not 
also true? For the united testimony of the Old and 
New Testaments is expressed in the words “‘to the 
Jew first..—From The Christian Workers) Magazine. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. 


Their Training Showed.—How is it that ye sought 
me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 
business? (v. 49.) The outstanding sentence in a re- 
cently published life of Roosevelt is one spoken by 
Mrs. Roosevelt when the last of her four sons had 
enlisted in the service of his country. Mr. Roosevelt 
was just a little daunted when the last and youngest 
left for the front; but Mrs. Roosevelt said to him, 
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“You must not bring up your boys like 
eagles, and expect them to act like spar- 
rows.” —From “The Eagle Life,” by Dr. 
J..H. Jowett. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 

How Nyangandi Got to Church.— 
Knew ye not that I must be in my 
Father's house? (v. 49, R. V.) A girl 
named Nyangandi, who lived near the 
Ogowe River, West Africa, one Satur- 
day came in her canoe with two bunches 
of plantains to sell to the missionary. 
When she was going away, the mission- 
ary’s wife said to her: “Now, you must 
not forget that tomorrow will be the 
Sabbath Day, and you have already 
promised to come every time.” “Yes,” 
said the girl, “I will surely come if I 
am alive.” And so she did, but no one 
knew how she got there, until at the 
close of the service she told the girls 
that her canoe had been stolen in the 
night and none of her friends would lend 
her one; but she had promised to come 
to church, and so she felt she must. She 
swam all the way! The current was 
swift, the water deep, and the river fully 
a third of a mile wide; but by swimming 
diagonally she succeeded in crossing the 
river. If this heathen girl, who knew 
so little about the Gospel, could take so 
much pains to keep her word and come 
to the house of prayer, how much more 
should more favored people not forsake 
the assembling of themselves together 
because it is damp or cloudy or rainy? 
—From 5000 Best Modern II\lustrations. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Is Strict Training the Trouble ?—He 
..« was subject unto them (v. 51). A 
good deal of nonsense is being palmed 
off on the community about the reaction 
of the child from ig Sang in par- 
ental training. When I hear a man say, 
“My parents brought me up so rigidly 
that a reaction took place in my mind 
and I have turned away from religion,” 
I have sometimes asked, “Did they teach 
you to be honest?” “Yes.” “Were they 
strict about it?” “Yes.” “Did they 
teach you to tell the truth?” “Yes.” 
“Were they strict about that?” “Yes.” 

“Has any reaction taken place on these 
points?” No man learns the multiplica- 
tion table from sheer love of it; but I 
never knew of anyone whose mind was in 
reaction against the multiplication table. 
—From John Hall, D.D. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


But Some Never Grow Up.—Jesus 
advanced in wisdom and stature and in 
favor with God and man (Golden Text). 
It was Johnny, the seven-year-old, who 
tired of the merry-go-round. The pre- 
vious summer it had fascinated him, and 
he could not ride on it too often. This 
season a single trip had satisfied him, 
and he declined another. “No, thank you, 
Grandfather,” he said, “you see, we ride 
and ride, but we stay under that old tent 
all the time. I guess when anyone gets 
to be seven years old they’re too big to 
care about going and going that doesn’t 
get anywhere.”—From The Sunday Cir- 
cle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


When the “New Generation” Pilates: 
—And he ... was subject unto them (v. 
51). We are told that the “new ideas” 
of the younger generation are “progres- 
sive.” Typical young people of teday in- 
sist upon a new freedom, unhindered 
self-expression, that they may make 
needed contribution to the progress of 
the human race. A cartoon in a recent 
issue of Collier’s admirably satirizes this. 
It is a ridiculous picture of Adam, he 
and Cain. Cain has just killed Abel, 
portion of whose body is seen lying full 
length on the ground. Adam is showing 
considerable excitement over the murder, 
and Eve is trying to quiet him down. 
Cain, smoking a cigarette, looks uncon- 
cernedly at the dead ‘body of his brother. 
Under the picture are the words Eve -is 
speaking to Adam: “Now don't take 
on, Adam. You simply don’t understand 
Cain. He belongs to another generation 
which is solving its problems in its own 
way — facing the facts of life frankly, 
fearlessly, wide-eyed, and unashamed.” 
—From The Sunday "School Times. Sent 
by Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 
Prise illustration. 





From the. Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that the boy Jesus was no 
far away creature of imagination, but was 
a real boy in a real town among persons 
who could perceive his growth into young 
manhood. We thank thee for the simple words 
of the Gospel about the nature of his growth, 
and we pray that the boys in this Sunday- 
school may show forth to others that they 
too are growing in wisdom ard stature, and 
in favor with God and man. May those of 
us who have responsibility as teachers real- 
ize our part in the development of those 
under our care. May we be able to open 
the Book of books to these who look.to us, 
and develop the great themes therein, and 
to do so in ways that shall be pleasing to 
God. We ask this in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.— Will you please re- 
peat the Golden Text? What a picture 
that is of the growing boy Jesus! But 
not all growth among boys, or girls, or 
grown folks, either, is just like that. 
Jesus advanced only in ways that were 
pleasing to God. Some of us go ahead, 
but growth is not always of the right 
sort. Some of us don’t’ grow very much 
in wisdom. Some of us know well enough 
that we are not growing in favor with God, 
and perhaps are growing in favor with 
some kinds of people whose favor doesn’t 
speak very well for us. It is a fine thing 
to go ahead, to advance, to grow, but it 
makes a big difference as to what sort 
of advance we are making. Are we try- 
ing day by day to please God, and to act 
toward others just as we ought to act? 
Are we trying to learn to live as we 
ought to live? If we let the Lord Jesus 
take charge of our lives the growth that 
he will give us is always of the right sort. 
Being a real boy is not being a bully, or 
a rude, or a disobedient, or an unclean 
chap, but the kind of reality every boy 
here ought to seek is the kind that should 
belong to every boy who would be real 
and true in God’s sight. Let us pray. 


A Riéir Boy 


IN GOD'S SIGHT 














Lesson Hymns 


“Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us.” 
“Once in Royal David’s City.” 

“There is No Name So Sweet on Earth.” 
“More Like the Master.” 

“I Would Be Like Jesus.” 

“Grow Thou in Me.” 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Luke 2:21-52. Let the chil- 

dren talk a little while about the 
two little cousins about whom we learned 
in our last week’s lesson. They will 
remember that the angel promised Mary 
that her Son was to have the throne of 
his father David. That means he was 
to be the King of the Jews, and of 
course he must hice all of the law that 
the Lord gave these chosen people. So 
when the little kingly Child was eight 
days old, like all other little Jewish boys 
he was circumcised, and given the’ name 
which his Father in Heaven had sent 
him by the angel — Jesus, which means 
Saviour. Then, when he was about a 
month old, Joseph and his mother carried 
him to the Temple in Jerusalem to pre- 
sent him to the Lord, and offer a sacrifice, 
although he was already God’s own be- 
loved Son. Let the class tell of the two 
dear old people who greeted the little 
Saviour that day in the Temple.. Sim- 
eon rejoiced greatly because he held in his 
arms the world’s Saviour, who was the 
glory of his own people. He knew that 
many of his people would not receive 
their King, and that the Saviour must 
suffer. He told Mary that she should 
suffer, too. While Simeon was talking, 
the saintly Anna came in and gave thanks 
for the little Saviour, too. 

After this Joseph and Mary went to 
their home at Nazareth, up in Galilee, 
where the little Lord Jesus spent his child- 
hood days. Luke tells us that he became 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom, and 
that the grace of God was upon him. 
Since he was a little child he knows just 
how little children feel, and if they feel 
sorrowful or troubled, and need a strong 
loving Friend- who understands, he is the 
very Friend they need, and is happy when 
they pray to the Father in his name. 

After the Lord Jesus was twelve years 
old, he was called a “Son of the Law.” 
Then he could go to Jerusalem three times 
every year to the feasts of the Lord. The 
first feast of the year was the Passover, 
and he went to it with Joseph and his 
mother. Perhaps it was the first time 
he had been to Jerusalem, since as a 
little baby he was presented to the Lord. 
We are sure his young heart was_ filled 
with wonder and praise as he joined with 
his people worshiping his Father in 
Heaven. And no doubt, he understood 
the meaning of the Passover feast bet- 
ter than anyone else. He loved his 
Father’s house, and wanted to be about 
his Father’s business. 

Have the class tell you about his stay- 
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ing in the Temple after his people had 
leit the city for their home. Explain 
that a great crowd of people went to 
the feasts, and that Mary felt sure her 
Son, whom she could always trust, was 
with some of his friends on the way 
home. She was surprised and grieved 
when they stopped for the night and she 
did not find him. Call attention to his 
mother’s words to him. “Thy father and 
and I have sought thee sorrowing.” He 
had not meant to cause them sorrow. He 
thought they would understand that he 
must do the work that he came into the 
world to do, which he called his Father’s 
business, and it was pleasant for him in 
the Temple, hearing the Bible teachers 
talk about God’s Word. But still there 
was another Law that he must keep. He 
must learn to be an obedient Son to his 
mother and his foster father. So he did 
not please himself, but -went back with 
them to Nazareth. He learned to be a 
carpenter and helped to support the fam- 
ily. Here he grew to manhood, giving 
us a beautiful example of an unselfish, 
obedient life, waiting patiently until the 
time came for him to offer himself to 
his people. We believe he was a happy 
boy, and tried to make others happy, too. 
Many people loved him, and we know 
that his Father in Heaven was well 
pleased with him at all times. 


The Christ-Child comes with er, light feet 
To touch earth’s paths, and make them sweet, 
Where’er those shining footsteps fall, 
New light and hope are over all, 

New love springs up beneath their tread, 
New glory on the old is shed. 

And he who follows where they go 

Tastes a deep joy no others know. 


“Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and man” (Luke 
2:52, Memory Verse). 

Cirnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


One glimpse into the garden of the 
childhood of Jesus — what cam we see of 
him? 








A WALLED garden— what fascina- 
tion it possesses for those outside! 
What beauties we imagine are within! 
We Americans know them only through 
reading or travel, but even so you can 
arouse fresh interest in your girls’ minds 
by picturing this familiar lesson as the 
one little glimpse into the childhood of 
our Lord, walled in as it otherwise is 
by the silence of nearly thirty years — 
from infancy to manhood. One look 
into all those years of his youth! How 
we long for more, but how we. thank 
God for so much! For even this little 
picture from Luke’s pen is very rich both 
in the facts revealed and in the sugges- 
tions that are implied so strongly. 

What do we see and hear, as we look 
through these few verses, as through an 
open gate, into those Nazareth years of 
his childhood? We see a boy well grown 
for his twelve years, “strong and: thought- 
ful, with God’s blessing resting on him,” 
on his first journey to the historic capi- 
tak city of his people — going up to the 
great Temple to be recognized as “a 
son of the law.” 

Imagine his thoughts as he made that 
long-looked-forward-to journey! Imagine 
all he saw of both nature and human 
nature during the three days of the pil- 
grimage made, on foot or donkey-back, 
by the group of pilgrims from Hits’ vil- 
lage! Imagine all he had been taught 
of the full significance of this trip for 
himself, as well as all this passover sea- 
son meant in the history of his people! 
Imagine the delights of such an outdoor 
trip for any boy—for this Boy espe- 
cially! Such “imaginings” are all legiti- 
mate and helpful, for they light up the 
actual revelations of the facts Luke re- 
cords for us. 

But we can really see and hear some 
very significant things: that his parents 
made this journey yearly; that they “ful- 
filled the days” (seven) of the feast in 
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‘Lesson tor January 11 


much money-loss to Joseph, a carpenter 
dependent upon his day’s labor for the 
living of his family; that he, the Boy, 
grew so absorbed in the spiritual oppor- 
tunities of the feast that he “must be 
about his Father’s business,” in his 
Father’s house, and so was separated from 
them on the return trip; that his par- 
ents gave up all else to search for the 
missing Son (imagine their memories and 
fears as they searched!) and then “under- 
stood him not” when they found him; 
and that he dutifully returned with them 
to Nazareth and there obeyed them as 
formerly; and that his mother “treas- 
ured all these things up in her mind? — 
to be told to Luke in years long after- 
ward? 

Trained in a home of such genuine re- 
ligious faithfulness, already so keen about 
his old Scriptures as to astonish the 
scholats of his faith, at twelve, with his 
questions and his answers about them; 
so vigorous physically that his bodily 
growth is mentioned twice in a few 
verses; so loyal to his parents —alto- 
gether a type of fine, high normalcy, 
without a touch of the supernatural in 
his development. Yet do we not catch 
a~note of his own first vision of his 
supernatural mission on earth in those 
wistfully loving words to his mother, 
— ye not that IJ must be about my 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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Father’s business?” — “ye” who know so 
well who I am and what I have to do 
in this world? So the beauty of the 
glimpse God gives us into his childhood 
sounds the note of appeal that grows 
steadily stronger as we read the whole 
story of this Saviour of the world, who 
“came unto his own” and even they 
understood him not. 


Home Study 

You will find in Harold Copping’s 
“Boy Jesus in the Temple” this note of 
appeal «iti the small childish figure lean- 
ing on his mother’s shoulder, as he asks 
her if even she did not understand. Try 
to picture it all for yourself, as you 
make your synopsis in your notebook, 
and memorize Luke 2: 40-52— some of 
the loveliest words in our Bible. 

Decatur, Ga. 
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Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CuHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son, The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YOUTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
‘work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurisT1AN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNDAY 
ScHoot TIMES. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 

1. What was the significance of Christ’s 
going to Jerusalem when he was twelve? 

2. What great event did the Passover 
Feast commemorate ? 

3. How did-it happen that Joseph and 
Mary journeyed so far before they noticed 
Christ’s absence? 

4. What light does the fact that they 
took it for granted that he was with the 
group throw on his obedience to them 
up to this point? 

5. Why were they “amazed” when they 
found him? 

6. What may we learn from the fact 
that Christ the Son of God was “sub- 
ject” to his earthly parents? 


.. 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “My Father’s business.” 

Discussion: What are some of the ways 
that a fellow can identify himself with 
the Word of God and apply it to his 
daily life? 

Objective: Partnership with God. 











AY, fellows, in the record, the life 

of the Lord Jesus Christ comes to the 
surface only once between his babyhood 
and the time when he appeared on the 
banks of the Jordan a full-grown man. 
The screen of silence which hides from 
us his childhood, boyhood, .youth, and 
young manhood has one break in it — 
that at the age of twelve, as described 
in the second chapter of Luke. And 
you fellows may well pause to look at 
that break, for it seems to be particularly 
for you.. If in all literature and all his- 
tory and all experience there is a ringing 
message directly to the boys of today, it 
is in the one remark of the boy Jesus 
to his mother as she came upon him in 
the Temple, after three days of search- 
ing, and found him surrounded by the 





doctors of the law. They were asking 


_' him questions and were being amazed at 





his answers, and when his mother took 
him to task for remaining in Jerusalem 
instead of following them home, he 
looked up in her face and frankly an- 
swered, “Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?” 

If Jesus must be about his Father’s 
business, so must you, for he expects 
you to follow his example, step by step. 
“For even hereunto were ye called: be- 
cause Christ also suffered for us, leaving 
us an example, that ye should follow 
his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). 

“My Father’s business.” At the age 
of twelve. I suppose most of you fel- 
lows aré more than twelve years old. I 
have’ many letters from teachers which 
indicate that you range all the way up 
into the early twenties. But I am think- 
ing particularly today of the teen-age 
fellow in connection with this twelve- 
year-old “break through” in the screen 
of our Lord’s early life. Maybe you 
caught a vision of your “Father’s busi- 
ness” when you were twelve, or even 
before that. Maybe now in the “teens” 
the significance, the momentousness of 
it is just beginning to dawn upon you. 
At any rate, let’s give ita serious thought 
today. 

And what is “My Father’s business,” 
as suggested by the challenge of this 
remark from the boy Jesus? In the 
first place it has to do with the law 
of my Father. Jesus was asking and 
answering questions with the doctors of 
the law in the Temple. He was con- 
cerned that his Father’s law should be 
known and understood. He applied it 
in his own life; he wanted others to do 
the same. I am sure he knew by heart 
those marvelously. wise and beautiful 
words of the Nineteenth Psalm: “The 
law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
the soul: the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple. The 
statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing 
the heart: the commandment of the Lord 
is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear 
of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: 
the judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether. More to be de- 
sired are they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold: sweeter also than honey and 
the honeycomb. Moreover by them is 
thy servant warned: and in keeping of 
them there is great reward.” 

The next thing I notice about the boy 
Jesus, in this brief glimpse of his boy- 
hood, is that although he astonished the 
wise doctors by his wisdom, and although 
he saw his understanding was greater 
than that of his parents, yet “he went 
down with them, and came to Nazareth, 
and was subject unto them” (v. 51). Just 
as at Jordan, he submitted to baptism 
“to fulfil all righteousness” (Matt. 3: 
15), so, as a boy he was obedient to his 
parents, obeying the fifth commandment. 
Jesus showed by example that observance 
of God’s law goes hand in hand with a 
consistent, straightforward, satisfactory 
boy life. We learned from the young 
king, Josiah, what a wise and- splendid 
thing it is for a youth to turn his heart 
to the Law of God. Few tributes are 
equal to that paid to Josiah, “And like 
unto him was there no king before him, 
that turned to the Lord with all his heart, 
and with all his soul, and with all his 
might, according to all the law of Moses; 
neither after him arose there any like 
him” (2 Kings 23:25). 

Early learning to know and love the 
law of God goes hand in hand with a 
truly successful life. I happen to be in 
Philadelphia as I say this to you, fellows. 
I rarely come here, but each time, I 
am impressed by the way in which one 
name towers high over this city, to give 
it a flavor of rugged steadfastness and 
integrity. It is the name of Wanamaker. 
Early in life John Wanamaker made the 
law of the Lord his delight. He conse- 
crated his life to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He became the first salaried Y. M. C. A. 
secretary in America, and I am told that 
there were certain skeptical people of 
prominence who said it was a shame to 
give a salary like that to a young fellow 


who could not make any such amount | 


in business. John Wanamaker gloriously 
outlived that criticism. Yesterday in the 
art gallery which occupies a large part 





of the seventh floor of the Wanamaker 
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store, I paused before the portrait é 
this young man who throughout his life 
had given God’s law first place, and I 
was struck with the open frankness, the 
simplicity, the kindliness of his counte- 
nance, and withal the steadfastness of his 
eye. I thought of the First Psalm, “He 
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, that bringeth forth his fruit 
in his season; his leaf also shall not 
wither ;, and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper.” 

Fellows, no boy ever makes a mistake 
in identifying himself early with the 
Word of God. “Them that honour me 
I will honour,” says the covenant-keeping 
God (1 Sam. 2:30). My Father’s busi- 
ness: nothing shall keep me from giving 
it first attention. He is my Senior Part- 
~ As a junior in that firm, I cannot 
ail. 

What do you say, fellows? 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for January 4) 


“Zacharias” means “remembered of Je- 
ovat —as surely this Zacharias was, in 
a most marvelous way. 


2. Each class of priests took its turn in 
ministering in the Temple, one week at a 
time, and the service of offering incense 
was such a high honor that some believe it 
was allowed only once to any one priest. 
Certainly it was a most rare privilege in 
any priest’s life,-——-and this was Zacharias’¢ 
day to burn incense. 

3. In Hebron, the chief town of that 
region, one of the oldest of all towns still in 
existence, and at that time the home of 
many of the priests who served, in their . 
turn, in the Temple in Jerusalem. 

4. He was cert: ainly faithful to duty, even 
if slow of belief in God’s startling revela- 
tion, obedient under discipline in regard to 
his son’s name, and filled with praise for 





God’s goodness when that discipline ended 
in the birth of his son. Also his hymn of 
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praise reveals his knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, of God's character and purposes, in- 
cluding even the conversion of the Gentile 
world. His was no small soul. 


5. Certainly her godliness shines out here, 
as well as her gratitude for God’s goodness 
toward her, and her gentle even reverent 
reception of her young cousin reveals a 
beautiful and spiritual nature. Note her 
faith, too, in her greeting to Mary as 
“the mother of my Lord.” 

6. An angel of the Lord, Gabriel, an- 
nounced to Zacharias in the Temple before 
the child was born that his name should 
be John. 

7. Isaac (Gen. 17:19); Solomon (1 
Chron. 22:9); Josiah (1 Kings 13: 2); 
Cyrus (Isa. 44:28); John (Luke 1: 13), 
and Christ (Matt. 1: 21). 

8. He was born out of due time, in ful- 
fillment of an angelic prophecy, his name 
was not of parental selection, and so on. 

9. It was a sign given to Zacharias be- 
cause of his unbelief. 

10. It lies in his divine pre-appointment 
as the forerunner of the Lord. 

11. He waxed strong in spirit (Luke 1: 
80). 

12. Jesus Christ, the Supreme One, in 
obscurity from childhood until his baptism 
at the Jordan, thirty years of age; John 
the Baptist, in the wilderness until his 
showing unto Israel, in his thirtieth or 
thirty-first year of age; Moses, on the plains 
of Midian with his sheep, from his fortieth 
to eightieth year. 
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Those Blessed Scars 


Founded on fact 
By A. O. Stott (Late of China) 


6&@IAO-TS (‘Small Thorn’), tomor- 

row we must go to the Silver Cloud 
Temple to worship,” and Mrs. Lee laid 
her hand lovingly on the sleek black 
head of her only remaining treasure in 
life —a small daughter of nine years old. 

“Small Thorn” was not her real name 
at all, she was Piao-Piao (“Precious 
Beauty”), but her mother feared to call 
her so lest the goddess of smallpox 
should envy such a good-to-see girl and 
destroy her pretty face. 

“Can do, can do, Ah-ma (‘Mother’),” 
said her small daughter in great joy, for 
she loved to climb up to the old rambling 
temples among the hills. “I will wear 
my new scarlet silk tunic and blue em- 
broidered K’u (‘trousers’). My spirit 
eats joy because thou hast just finished 
making me those pink lotus-bud shoes.” 

“Hush, hush, thou vain one,” said her 
mother fondly, but there was only loving 
pride in her voice, for Piao’s father was 
dead, and so she was indeed her mother’s 
only treasure. 

Mrs. Lee had greatly feared losing her, 
whenever the child had been sick, so all 
her life she had been a most earnest 
worshiper at the temples. Her bright 
crimson-colored basket was always plen- 
tifully supplied with red candles, incense 
sticks, and imitation paper’ money, which 
she burned at the graves of all ancestors 
so that they would protect little Piao- 
Piao from danger and sickness. 

Mrs. Lee had not many dollars to 
spare, but she managed to give the Bud- 
dhist priest quite a large number so that 
they would look after her precious child 
and persuade no evil spirit to do her any 
harm. 

The little girl helpéd her mother now 
making all her preparations for the mor- 
row and together they got everything 
ready.- The worship basket was duly 
filled and then came théir ewn tien-tsin 
(“road rations”), which consisted of 


whole rice cakes, peanuts, and boiled corn’ 


cobs. The’ little girl was brimful of 
excitement and danced about the dark old 
Chinese house like a ray of: sunshine on 
her .dainty little feet, which, though they 
had never been bound like many of the 
country girls around, were remarkably 
small and shapely. 

After supper, she prayed earnestly be- 
fore the little household shrine that 
Kwan-yu (“Goddess of Mercy”) would 
grant them a Jing-nyih (“favorable good 
day”), and to her great joy she awoke 








at dawn to see a bright golden-pink glow 
in the eastern sky. What a perfect morn- 
ing, and what a truly happy little girl! 

Soon the small country town was left 
behind and Piao-Piao and her mother 
were threading their way along the nar- 
row beaten mountain paths, where beau- 
tiful wild flowers grew in great’ pro- 
fusion, and everything in nature uttered 
God’s glory. 

The little Chinese girl had never heard 
of her Creator and Father, but she knew 
her mother said, “All this was the good 
work of the Kind Heaven-and-Earth 
Power,” so Piao-Piao thanked him in 
her heart for having made such beauty 
everywhere. She skipped about as light 
as thistle-down and could not understand 
that after an hour or two of climbing 
her mother became so tired that she had 
often to sit down in the long “Rest 
Porches” built all the way up to the 
temple, by -people who wanted to gain 
“soul-merit” and forgiveness of some 
great sin. 

At last the Silver Cloud Temple came 
in sight, with the last. remaining hundred 
steps cut out of the steep rock which pil- 
grims must climb joyfully, without show- 
ing any sign of fatigue, because then 
“holy journey”, was accomplished. 

Piao-Piao ran on ahead through the 
five outer gateways into the central com- 
pound, which enclosed a long low ram- 
bling old building, with its quaint curved 
roofs and figures and heavily carved 
window frames: She stood and bowed 
very reverently to the big dull brazen 
Buddha in a filthy fly-marked glass case, 
in front of the main temple entrance. 
Then catching a glimpse of the old Head 
Priest sleeping in a sunny corner of the 
inner veranda, she beckoned to her mother 
to come quietly, for the Aged Honorable 
One was apt to be very cross if suddenly 
aroused! Mrs. Lee, panting and ex- 
hausted, sat down for a rest while the 
priest’s servant noiselessly brought re- 
freshing cool tea for the guests; and 
after a while the old man awoke when 
the other’ priests struck gongs to begin 


worship and arouse the sleeping gods. | 


There were many idols in this particular 


temple, but Mrs. Lee was only provided |- 


with enough incense and candles to wor- 
ship a chosen few. 

She was anxious not to delay in of- 
fering her gifts, and doing her li-pa (“re- 
spectful homage”), for they wanted to 
get down the hill before sunset to spend 
the night: with some relatives on the 
way home. Together they made the tour 
of the large stone-paved hall and pas- 
sages lined with gilt images, mostly ter- 
rifying and appallingly ugly. Kwan-yu 
—the Goddess of Mercy—was about 
the only one that had a calm benevolent 
face, and she always received very special 
worship from Mrs. Lee and her small 
daughter. Piao-Piao struck the matches 
to light the biggest sticks of incense and 
set several herself in the dong-lu (“brass 
charcoal bowl”) in front of the large 
image. 

Suddenly a large thick red wax candle, 
which a previous worshiper had carelessly 
afhxed on the tall tapering stand, toppled 
over from the top shelf and fell, striking 
the little girl’s delicate rose-tinted cheek. 
It injured her badly, for her mother had 
thickly smeared her face with inflam- 
mable camelia oil (to make the skin 
shine) and this caused terrible burns. 
Poor little Piao-Piao! No one now would 
ever call her a beauty again, for though 
she soon got over the shock, the ignorant 
medicine-man whom her _ distracted 
mother summoned made her poor face 
much ‘worse by his dreadful methods. 
When, after months of pain and torture, 
the skin at last grew over the burns, 
Piao’s mother knew her little girl would 
be dreadfully disfigured for life. Her 
love for her child drove her nearly wild 
and her anger at Kwan-yu and the idols 
for not protecting her one precious treas- 
ure was very bitter. 

“Why did they not safeguard my beau- 
tiful one? I had never been a bad or 
careless woman like others, I paid much 
money for the best incense and the finest 
candles. I denied myself food and clothes 
to give dollars to repair the temples and 
buy prayers from the priests, that my 
Piao-Piao might be kept from all harm. 
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Never a day but I did all my Ji-pa at 
home, never watching the clock like 
others, lest they should give a second 
more than the prescribed time! When 
scarcely able to move in my sick bed, I 
tottered up to say prayers, and yet, my 
one and only Jewel is not protected, even 
when in the very presence of the gods 
whom she is worshiping in her pure in- 
nocence- I-Yah, I-Yah, this religion is 
not good enough for me now, I must go 
forth to seek some other dao-li (‘way 
of righteousness’) that will help’ a poor 
widow and her ill-to-see child.” 
Piao-Piao was delighted to get away 
from the village where all the children 
jeered and pointed at her, calling her all 
sorts of ugly names. Before, they had 
envied her beauty, now they seemed to 
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Lesson for January 11 


enjoy nothing so much as ridiculing her 
poor scarred face. 

Her mother and she once more set out 
on a pilgrimage, not to the Silver Cloud 
Temple but a city called “Golden Hope” 
where a neighbor had once been in hos- 

ital. . 

3 “The foreign healers can do every- 
thing,” she declared; “they give new 
limbs to people, so they can easily make 
a new face for thy daughter.” 

“But will it be a Chinese face?” said 
the mother anxiously, “I could not have 
my child looking like those foreign 
devils; that would be a hundred times 
worse than she is at present.” 

“Have no fear,” said the neighbor. “If 
you say you will only have a Chinese 
face, they may charge you more dollars, 
but it is certain they can do it.” 

So away went Mrs Lee and her small 
daughter. It, however, proved to be well 
worth the long journey, for though Piao- 
Piao’s face was greatly improved, still 
the scars would remain; but the doctor 
and nurses were far more concerned 
about their patients getting ‘new hearts” 
than new faces! 

It was not long before Mrs. Lee got 
a new heart, and everything was changed 
for her. She yielded to the persuasion 
of the “Jesus Friends” to let Piao-Piao 
be educated at the mission school with 
a view to becoming a teacher by-and- 
by. The little girl soon showed she had 
remarkable abilities, and was proving so 
clever at her studies that she may some 
day be one of China’s outstanding ‘wo- 
men doctors. 

People forget all about her scarred 
face because she is beautiful in mind and 
character. Sometimes Piao-Piao looks 
into her glass and says to-herself: “Thank 
God for these marks on my face, for if 
the accident had never happened in the 
temple it is only too likely that my 
mother and I would never have sought 
and found the true Dao-li— Christ the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Jan. 18. My Idea of What a Young Woman 
Ought to Be. Prov. 31 : 10-31. 

Jan. 25. What My Denomination Means to 
the World. 2 Cor. 2:14; 4: 1-6. (Denomi- 
national Day. Beginning Christian En- 
deavor Week.) ‘ 

Feb. 1. The Christian Endeavor Society in 
the Program of the Church. 2 Tim. 2: 1- 
15. (Christian Endeavor Day.) 

Feb. 8 What Is Implied in “God Is My 
Father”? Acts 17 : 24-31. 


Sunday, January 11 


My Idea of What a Young Man Ought 
to Be (Exod. 2 : 16-20) 





Mon.—Interested in religion (Luke 2: 


41-52). 
Tues.—Readers of the Bible (2 Tim. 3: 


14-17). 
Wed.—Clean in life (2 Tim. 2: 22). 
Thurs.—Courageous (Dan. 6 ; 10). 
Fri.—Courteous (2 Tim. 2 : 24-26). 
Sat.—Willing to listen (Prov. 4: 1-8). 











What do you admire most in youth? Why? 

What influences sometimes spoil young 
men? : 

What should a young man have before he 
marries? 


6°7T’ REATING a customer like a rich 
uncle, so that you may extract his 
coin, is not courtesy — that’s foresight. 

“Offering a seat to a man who enters 
your office is not courtesy — that’s duty. 

“Listening to the grumblings, growl- 
ings, and groanings of a bore without 
remonstrance is not courtesy — that’s for- 
bearance. 

“Helping a pretty girl across the street, 
holding her umbrella, carrying her poodle 
—none of these is courtesy. The first 
two are a pleasure, and the last is polite- 


. courtesy’ while those who have been en- 
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“Courtesy is doing that which nothing 
under the sun makes you do but human 
kindness. Courtesy springs from -the 
heart; if the mind prompts the action 
there is a reason; if there be a reason, 
it is not courtesy; for courtesy has no 
reason. Courtesy is good will and good 
will is prompted by the heart full of love 
to be kind. 

“Only the generous man is truly cour- 
teous — he gives freely without a thought 
of receiving anything ‘n return. The 
generous man has developed kindness to 
such an,extent that he considers every 
one as good as himself —and treats 
others not as he should like to be treated 
(for generosity asks nothing), but as be 
ought to be treated.”—Drew’s Imprint. 


Some one has well said that “courtesy 
is love in trifles, and where love is not, 
though its counterfeits may abound, 
courtesy itself is not.” We find that this 
is true when we turn to the thirteenth 
chapter of 1 Corinthians, for there we 
read that love “doth not behave itself 
unseemly” (v. 5), 

This is the basis of all etiquette and 
good manners,—the thoughtful consid- 
eration of others. Perhaps we have been 
inclined to think that etiquette consisted 
merely in arbitrary rules that have been 
formulated years ago and have been 
blindly followed. But if we shall analyze 
each rule we shall see that it is based 
on thoughtfulness for those about us. It 
is for this reason that some who have 
had no especial training may exhibit true 


vironed with good breeding may exhibit 
bad manners. There may be a thin veneer 
of courtesy, but this soon disappears when 
a real test comes. 

bd 


Since courtesy, then, is a by-product, 
so to speak, of the second great command- 
ment, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself,” we have a right to expect true 
courtesy in a Christian young man. 

“There are other forms in which the 
“Jove of others as ourselves” may be 
shown. It will prove interesting to have 
your young people suggest what these are. 
As a starter you may think of benevo- 
lence, unselfishness, self-control (because 
of its influence upon others), and the 
like. 

we 


It is significant that when men and 
women forget God, courtesy and unself- 
ishness decline. We see some examples 
of this today and we hear mention made 
of “old-fashioned courtesy.” Do we stop 
to think that old-fashioned courtesy and 
old-fashioned trust in God go hand in 
hand? Therefore, in thinking of the sec- 
ond great commandment we must natu- 
rally turn also to the first. Certainly 
we have a right to expect in a Christian 
young man that he shall obey the first 
great commandment to the best of his 
ability. Without a love for God in the 
heart, many other fine qualities are im- 
possible. 

Only a love and obedience to God can 
make for a life of purity. The world 
in these days is full of suggestions to 
impure living. The marriage vow is 
held lightly and ridiculed in public. Chas- 
tity is scoffed at and credited only to 
the stupid and unsophisticated. It is 
considered in many circles a smart thing 
to trample ruthlessly on all that is up- 
right and pure and sacred. Only as a 
young man’s heart is garrisoned by the 
indwelling Christ can he be kept unspot- 
ted from the world. Only as his heart 
is filled with love and devotion to God 
can he have the courage to stand, often 
alone in his circle of friends, for the 
things that are right and true. 


Then we may expect a young man to 
be a lover of God’s Word, as he certainly 
will be if he loves the Lord with all 
his heart and strength and mid. He will 
want to read God’s love letter, and to 
learn from the Word how to be strong 
in faith. 

we 


Paul in writing to Titus urges him, 
“Young men likewise exhort to be sober 





ness. 


a pattern of good works: in doctrine 
shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincer- 
ity.” To Timothy he said, “Let no man 
despise thy youth; but be thou an ex- 
ample of the believers, in word, in con- 
versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity.” What a beautiful summary this 
is of what we have a right to expect 
of Christian young men. This is God’s 
expectation. Are you fulfilling it? 


we 
What is God’s standard for a young man? 
How far short of his standard do I come? 


Am I willing to let him bring me into 
the full stature of a man in Christ Jesus? 


PHILADELPHIA. 








The Victorious Life 




















An Appeal for Prayer Help 


BeELoveD OF THE KESWICK CONFERENCE: 


Some years ago I wrote many people, 
also to you, to pray for me to gain the 
victory over a besetting sin, and now the 
last few months the Lord gave me my de- 
sire; praise his Name! But now I must 
live the whole Victorious Life — surrender 
— yielding to the Holy Spirit — let go, and 
let God — depending entirely upon the in- 
dwelling Christ—living on resurrection 
ground, 

It is so simple and yet to me it is so 
difficult. I go on for a little while and then 
find myselt again doubting, worrying, 
fretting (you see I am going through a 
testing time of financial difficulties; I am 
over sixty; also have a sick daughter). 
But todcy, determined to have this Miracle 
Life, I went on my knees and by faith, yes, 
the faith of the New Man, Christ Jesus, I 
accepted this Victorious Life of the liberty 
in the Holy Spirit, once and for all time, 
and drew myself with his grace and mercy, 
holding the Holy Spirit responsible for the 
success of this great decision. 

Will you and all your prayer helpers at 
the conference remember me in this? There 
is nothing else I need in my life more just 
now than complete dependency on him— 
Hallelujah ! 

Oh, how I wish the Lord would make it 
possible for me and my daughter (thirty-six 
and single) to come to your wonderful con- 
ference for a couple of weeks. However, it 
is the Victory we need most — Amen. 

For His Glory only, 
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ECONOMY WITH 


CoMFORT 
In New York 


Guest Accommodations at 
the National Bible Institute 


Pastors, Missionaries, Evangelists and 
other Christian men and women can 
secure attractive accommodation when 
visiting New York in the eleven-story 
fireproof building of the Institute 
erected at the heart of the city. Every 
room an outside room, newly. fur- 
nished, with hot and cold running 
water. Rates exceptionally low. For 
further information or reservations, 
address : 


National Bible Institute 
340 West 55th St., 
New York City 


Don O. Shelton, President 
Hugh R. Monro, Treasurer 























Thousands Use It 


FOR THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 
Arnold's Practical Onl 
Commentary, 1931 |Y MY 
A bg pital we ad i wea |) 
popular handbook to thousands of |pestp’d $1.00 


readers. 


With its hints to teachers, illustrations, blackboard 
exercises, Questions, maps, etc., it supplies the need 
for a good all-around commentary at a popular price. 


ORDER A _ COPY NOW 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Ave, N.Y.; 851 Cass St., Chicago 




















BOYS! BOYS! 
Daily Use of 


Cuaticura Soap 


Keeps Face and Hands 
Clear and Healthy 


Price 26c. Sample free. Address: 
“Cuticura,” Dept. 24B, Malden, Mass 





























ATLANTIC CITY IN WINTER? 








ATLANTIC CITY, 





minded. In all things shewing thyself 





Yes, indeed !—a - much preferred winter resort among those who 
know. Abundant sunshine, a singularly mild and tonic atmosphere, 
aremarkable degree of freedom from snow, commend it to those 
who want to avoid the worst severities of northem winter. 


Moderate Rates, Excellent Location, Quiet Comfort, 
Delicious Food are at Your Service in 


THE CHELTENHAM-REVERE 


PARK PLACE, NEAR THE BEACH 


NEW JERSEY 
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HACIWUTVAONABUTHUAA GUTOR ATMS YU US A 


hat Do YOUR Young People Think About? 


Those who £xow young people know that they do think,—and deeply, too, even about some 
of the things to which they seem indifferent. 








Isn’t it worth while, then, to seek to guide their thinking along right channels. not only 
for the few minutes that you have them in Sunday-school, but throughout the week ? 


A superintendent, who believes it zs worth while, writes: 


**T consider CurisTIAN YOUTH one of the finest papers for young people I have ever 
come across. I am putting it into the hands of a number of our scholars. I wish our 
whole school, from Juniors to Adults, were taking it. The notes on the lessons are 


excellent, and the stories contain the very finest thoughts that can be used for Juniors 
and the teen age.’’ 


A teacher says: 


‘*My young men range from seventeen to twenty-two years. Your exposition on 
the lesson in CHRIisTIAN YOUTH is the dest for young people I have found. ‘The stories 
are natural and strong and to the point; the action quick and fine.’’ 


A pastor writes: 


MMMM 





‘*We have been greatly pleased with this paper [CHRIsTIAN YOUTH]. We are wishing 


you every success. TZhis is the kind of Bible teaching we want,—and it is living up to 
its name.’’ 


Think what it might mean to have such a paper in the hands of your young people each 
week, supplementing your teaching and preparing the ground for the next Sunday. 


And many are finding that Curistian Youtu does prepare the way for the next Sunday 
in a real way. Listen to what they say: | 


‘*My class of girls are delighted with CHRISTIAN eager to answer all the questions brought out in the 
Youtu, and ave now studying their Sunday-school lessons. .. . They have become more regular in attend- 
lessons with real pleasure.”’ ance and more earnest in the reading of the Bible."’ 


‘*CHRISTIAN YOUTH 7s making my pupils more re- “‘My class of boys . 
sponsive in the study of the lessons, and each one is never did before.”’ 





MME 


NUT 


. . prepare their lessons as they 






But what do the young people themselves say about Christian Youth? Here are just 
two comments: 


UU T HA 





‘“‘T am a girl of seventeen, a university freshman. ‘*T am a reader of your paper, and I enjoy it very 


I certainly want CuHrisTiAN YouTH for my own good. much. I like every department. You have some of 
It helps me a great deal in preparing my lesson. In the most interesting stories I have ever read. The 
no other paper have I found stories that pertain to a cross-word puzzles are just lots of fun, and help you 
Christian’s life as do those appearing in this paper.’’ learn Bible facts, too.’’ 


One class has found Curistran Youtu so helpful that they now want to share it with their 
day-school mates. They write: 


‘©The Junior Class of 
school library.’’ 





Sunday-school have decided to donate CurRisTIAN YoutTH to our high 


WMLNTGUIVUVRAY dani VISE 





Why not make this new year a new experience with your young people in helpfulness and 
efficiency and interest by placing CurisTiAN YouTtH in the hands of every “teen ager’ in your 
school or class each week? The use of Curistian YouTuH is extremely economical, for it is a 7 
combined lesson and story paper, costing only one cent a week. In packages of five or more 
to one address only, the rate is 52 cents a copy per year; one or more copies to individual 

addresses, 75 cents each per year. Or perhaps you would 
prefer to try it out for the next Quarter. You may have 


Hii 
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= 


# the paper come to your class or school for three months 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphi F ‘di 
: eenth Street, Philadelphia ; « for 13 cents a pupil. Just mail the attached coupon, indi- 
lease send me ..............000 copies of CHRISTIAN YOUTH & i i = 
a | aaa period, for which I enclose the amount - cay the number ates desire. . = 
indicated : = 
ale eid aks dak . ' ““We have never had a paper that has = 
, WP WOMEN 6GcbénbnGe ke cneecccwctcs. Weesbdecocecets e e e e > — 
: been in such demand,’’ writes an Illinois pas- = 
One Quarter (13 weeks), at 13 cents each, $............ ' tor. He ordered 200 copies, added 150, and = 
POA aS NI ELITES | __ then increased the total order to 400. : 
: = 
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Lesson for January 11 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other com- 
. munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed, 


Dear Mother Ruth: Will you please explain 
this question? Must the leve between a 
happily married Christian man and wife 
end in this world and not be allowed to exist 
under ideal conditions in eternity? Jesys told 
the Sadducees that those in the next world 
were as the angels, and neither marry nor 
are given in marriage. What about those 
who are already married here? Does that 
end with this life? Is this what Jesus 
meant?—A READER. 


EAR READER: How eager we 

are to draw aside “the veil which 
intervenes between that fair city and 
me”! But God has seen fit to keep some 
of the good things in the Beyond for 
us to know when we arrive Home at 
last. I cannot conceive of love, which 
has been given to us by God, ever ending, 
can you? And if we love Him above 
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all others, there is a joy in trusting Him 
for the outcome, isn’t there? We know 
in whom we have placed: our trust and 
highest love, and we are sure, as we are 
told in John 14, that we have mansions 
being prepared for us, and it does not 
seem to me that we shall live in them 
alone. He who gave and planned this 
wonderful family life here on earth is 
to be trusted with its future interests. 
That there are mysteries unsolved here 
there is no doubt, but enough is revealed 


that fills our souls with delight when , 


we cofitemplate that other country toward 
which all God’s children are traveling. 

We are tempted sometimes to be selfish 
in our thoughts of Heaven, and we meas- 
ure our happiness by the loves we have 
had here. But we shall expand when we 
get Home, and there will be a largeness 
of capacity, which will take from us all 
selfishness, and the glory of the Lord 
will so encompass us that the sordid 
things of earth will lose their attraction. 
The influence of the flesh will be gone, 
and we shall live in a higher realm of 
joy and thinking. Be sure that you love 
the Lord down here above all others and 
all else, so that you will be prepared for 
all that comes in the new life. I wish 
you would send to Fred Kelker, Harris- 
burg, P. O. Box 215, and get a leaflet 
called “The Happiness. and. Occupation 
of the Redeemed in Glory,” by D. M 
Stearns. 





Your Ambassadors 


In these columns and on the pages following will be 
found the announcements of the Missionary and Bible 
Societies and agencies, mentioned in the editorial note on 


the first page of this issue. 


Times 


The Sunday School 


welcomes the opportunity of bringing before its readers 
the work of these organizations. 














benighted people. 


South and West Africa. 


His harvest.” —.Watz. 9: 37, 378. 





‘‘IF OUR GOSPEL BE ‘HID, IT'S HID 
TO THEM THAT ARE LOST.?’?—u cor.4:s. 


Over forty years ago, the Lord burdened the hearts of Andrew Mur- 
‘tray, Mr. and Mrs. Osborne Howe and Spencer Walton with lost souls in 
South Africa and they commenced to make Christ known to those 


All through the years, from that early step of faith, an ever increasing 
company of missionaries, banded together as the South Africa General 
Mission, has been preaching the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thousands of prgcious souls have been brought toa saving knowledge 
of Christ through this faithfui testimony to the unevangelized tribes of 


‘“‘The harvest truly is plenteous but the laborers are few ; pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest that He will send forth laborers into 


This work is International and Interdenominational, supportedby the 
prayers and gifts of the Lord’s people. Literature giving more detailed 
information will be gladly furnished upon request. 


SOUTH AFRICA CENERAL MISSION 


23 FLaTBuSH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

















people, mostly without the Gospel. 


work with training of native nurses. 


Latin America Evangelization Campaign 


Headquarters—San Jose, Costa Rica, Central America 
Founders and Directors of Work—Rev. and Mrs. Harry Strachan 


THE FIELD: A Continent of Nations comprising twenty republics with 110 millions of 


METHODS OF WORK: Intensive Evangelistic Campaigns, Itinerant Evangelism, distri- 
bution of Christian literature, Bible Institute for training of native workers, medical 


Outstanding — Features of the Coming Year 





1. Intensive evangelistic 


P igns in the rep 


blics of H 





2. Urgent need of new wings for the Bible 


nt Institute in San Jose to accommodate thirty 
additional students from various republics, pleadi 


as, Peru and Brazil. 





EVANGELIZATION CAMPAIG 





3. Securing of large farm to provide for convalescent children from our hospital in San Jose, 
for orphan children, for evangelistic and medical center, for summer camp for young 
people and adults, for cgnference grounds, etc. 


For all of above items, $25,000 is urgently required. Will our friends please 
join with us in earnest prayer in behalf of same. 
Additional information will gody be given upon application to LATIN AMERICA 


. ! Clarence E. 
Pruitt, Assistant Treasurer, 1213 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia. 


g for entrance. 


.» Chairman, or Miss Mary F. 
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FOR THEY SAY, AND DO NOT! 


Frankly, what's the use of saying, “ Every time | see a Jew I want 
to take off my hat to him,” when you are not willing to take out your 
dollar to help him know of that Name through which alone he can be 
saved >? What's the use of the premillennial doctrine if it teaches by 
innuendo that “we must leave the Jews alone in this age” 

Are you obeying God in your work, prayer and gifts in behalf of the Jew? Are you 
a layman? Just how much did you give for Jewish Missions last year, and how much 
to all other missions? Are you a pastor? How much did your church give for Jewish 
Missions last year? Think over these things. 
an accounting of your stewardship. 

Our work merits your ow, confidence. Our field is not only the mrt Jews 
of New York, but the 4,000,000 Jews of America, and through our Yiddish publi- 
cations the millions of Jews in Europe and Palestine. 

Branches are now maintained here in Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Atlantic City. 
In the Foreign Field we have our own missionaries in Soviet Russia, and are giving assist- 
ance to workers in Poland. _ And the Lord keeps enlarging our borders. 

Your help is always needed and ace og **The Chosen People,” loved b 


many Bible students for its helpful information on Prophecy and the Jews, is sent to all 
contributors. May we hear from you ? 


American Board of Missions to the Jews,27 Throop Ave., New vou 


DID YOU KNOW 


THAT IN 1890 Dr. C. I. SCOFIELD 


1 founded a Mission for the evangelization of Central America, and upon 
lines which he believed to be Biblical? This Mission continues to labor 


toward that end. Your Church, Sunday School, or Bible class ought to 
know about this work. Send for free literature and information. 


CENTRAL AMERICAN MISSION, 3611 Congress Ave., Dallas, Texas 


What the | 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


TO THE MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE: 


Often prepares the way for the missionary by the 
distribution of the Scriptures prior to his arrival. 
Makes the Scriptures available for the missionary’s 
use in his work of ev lization. Gives constant 
4 attention to translating Good News into addi- 

tional languages and dialects. Aids and supplements 
all home mission ncies by distributing the Scri: 
tures throughout America both to the alien and the 
native born. Send for booklet, ‘‘The What, Where, 
and Why of the American Bible Society,’’ 





Some day you will be required to give 









































“‘Pass it On’ 


. 





LJ ,To THE LOCAL CHURCH: 


Promotes Universal Bible Sunday annually, thereby 
calling the attention of church-going people to the 
importance of the Bible. Provides the Scriptures in 
every form required by a congregation. _ 
material for young pecpie's organizations and fur- 
nishes Sunday Schools and church groups with leaf- 
lets on the Bible. 








UN =«='To THE Pastor: 


Publishes Hebrew and Greek Scriptures for study 
use. Provides sterecpticon lectures on Bible Work. 
Issues helpful material for use on Universal Bible 
Sunday. Publishes the Scriptures in forms for unusual 
sober needs. Furnishes posters and leaflets for 
ectures and addresses. Send for booklet, ‘‘The 
American Bible Society and the Pastor.’’ 


te er 


+ 








UJ > = vTo THe BLIND: ¢ To THE INVESTOR: 


Publishes embossed | Conducts a safe and oh ae 
Scriptures in Braille satisfactoryannuityplan 
and other systems for | paying as high as 9% to & 
the blind and in large persons interested in giv- 
rint for persons with ing but requiring some 
ailing eyesight. Send return from their money 
for booklet, ‘‘Scrip- | during their lifetime. ‘ 
tures for the Blind.’’ 4 ur booklet, ‘‘Biblesand Bonds.’” ¢ 


















Send for Booklets with this Coupon 


O What, Where, and Why AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place ~ New York, N.¥. 
0. A.B. S.and Pastor 


Please send beokiets eas checked 
0 Scriptures for Blind 


Name....-.-.----> — eee ween eer enaeesees 
O Bibles and Bonds 
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A LIFE INCOME 
Paying up to 9% 


Safeguarded against Worry, Shrinkage, Expense or Loss, guaranteed 
semi-annual payments, Principal intact as long as you live. A safe and 
sound investment with a greatly increased income from your investment 
and at the same time 


A SENSIBLE GIFT 


to the work of a great Christian organization, the century old agency of 
the churches for the publication and circulation of Christian literature in 
50 languages. Distributed last year 5,585,879 pieces of literature where 
the need was greatest. Approved and recommended by the leading denomi- 
nations, by great religious periodicals and by the United States Government. 
This indispensable ministry of the Society is more needed today than ever 
before to counteract the organized and increasing Atheistic assaults on the 
Christian faith. 


GRATEFUL ANNUITANTS WRITE 
“Thank God for leading me to take out your Annuity Bonds.” 


“I regard my Annuity Bonds in your Society the safest and best way 
to invest my money.’ 


“The income is as sure and regular as from a bank.” 


BUY ANNUITY BONDS' 


During a half century in which the Society has operated its Annuity 
Gift Plan it has yp every annuity. The great mission of the Society 
and the exceptional quality of its Annuity contract will interest those who 
discriminate. The Society is doing essential work which otherwise to a 
large extent would be left undone. Will you help? 


Write today for Annuity Folders. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
7 West 45th St., - - New York, N. Y. 


DECEMBER 27, 1930 


s* es 
Do You Know About-Russia? 


Do You Hear the Challenge of Russia? 
Which Will WIN in Russia—A THEISM or RELIGION? 
To a great extent it DEPENDS on YOU! 





At the present time, in Russia, an 
unparalleled spiritual war is going 
on between Atheism and Religion. 


Atheism says that religion is an 
opiate for the people, and therefore 
‘*it must be annihilated.” Because 
of this attitude many preachers of 
the Gospel and missionaries 
Evangelical movement have been 
imprisoned and exhiled and are now 
suffering severely. 


Besides this—as well known in 
Russia—on account of the scarcity 
of food all citizens must have special 
cards from the authorities to obtain 
food and bread. But, by the terms 
of a special decree all preachers, mis- 
sionaries and other actively engaged 
religious workers are deprived of 
these same cards. This means STAR- 
VATION for them and their families. 

Your contribution will strengthen 
the warriors of the Gospel and 
weaken atheism in Russia. 


Another way to help 
contribute to the Bible Fund 











In Russia there are no Bibles for 
distribution. We cannot print them 
by order of the authorities. We hope . 
to g rmission later, meanwhile 
we ST secure a special Bible 
Fund which will enable us to proceed 
when the restrictions are lifted. 


In 1925-26 Brother I. S. Prok- 
hanoff visited the United States and re- 
turned to Russia where he published 
160,000 volumes of Bibles, New 
Testaments and other religious litera- 
ture at Leningrad out of funds raised 

in America. You may see these 

Bibles on display in our office. Now 

Prokhanoff is here ain to 

coat an appeal on behalf of the suf- 

fering workers of Christ. Do not fail 
to hear this appeal and respond. 


The best way to help—is to PRAY 





If you will earnestly pray, the Gospel in Russia will win a victory 


which will be 


the greatest and most glorious in the history of Missions. 


Make yourself a partaker of that triumph. 
SEND ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO 


The All-Russian Evangelical Christian Union 


Room 411-A, 156 Fifth Avenue - -. 


New York City 
meeerse 

















Rev. ARTHUR 
REV: ROMAINE 
Rev. P. M, SPENCER 





The Bolivian Indian Mission 


INCORPORATED 


While there are millions of heathen 
in other lands whose condition pre- 
sents a strong appeal to all who share 
Christ’s compassion for the lost, no 
other heathen can say, as these In- 
dians can say, and say truly : ‘‘ People 
who called themselves Christians 
made us what we are.’’ 


Five New Stations to be Opened 
in 1931, Making a Total of 21 





Africa Inland Mission 


HEADQUARTERS 
373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


10: 
Missionaries 200, African Laborers 600, 
preaching and teaching the great es- 
sentials of the Scriptures in 25 dialects in 
East and Central Africa. -Bible-Schools, 
Hospitals, and many Dispensaries opera- 
ted. The hope of Africa lies in the knowl- 
edge of an almighty Redeemer, of a whole 
Bible and a spirit filled native ministry. 


INLAND AFRICA 
and other literature mailed free on request 
A work of faith in dark Africa 








That Missionary Impulse 


Can be satisfied by distributing Gospel 
Tracts to the unsaved in your community 





HELP counteract the de-Christianizing 
forces at work in our country. 


WE NEED: 
Consecrated Tract Distributors. 


The support of God's people to carry on. 
Large sample package, 25c. 


Faith, Prayer and Tract. League 


MUSKEGON HEIGHTS, MICH, 














AMERICAN Seating tte! 


terested in the 





THE NEED OF AN INDIAN MISSION 


¢ Conquered by the Spaniards, the Indians of Bolivia, with those of 
Peru, were compelled to become Christians in name, without the 
slightest knowledge of a Saviour or of salvation. Four centuries of sub- 
sequent oppression have but deepened their ignorance, and today 
the Indian of South America is one of the most pathetic figures 
in the world. Despised and oppressed by the whites in what was once 
his own noua, his silent, hopeless misery makes its inca , Sepee: 
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NEW YORK COUNCIL: 
Rev. Grorce H. Dowxontt, President 
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. SMITH REV. LEROY LINCOLN 
4. BATEMAN MR. EDWARD HANSEN 
Mr. GEORGE SILKWORTH 
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Mr. GRant YERBURY, Sec. and Treas. 


Office of Bolivian Indian Mission 


113 Fulton St, New York City 
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Subscription, 35c Per Annum 




















EUROPEAN ficrissiez.ct*sr 
FELLOWSHI 


IF INTERESTED, WRITE 


AMERICAN EUROPEAN FELLOWSHIP 
156 Fifth Avenue, - - New York City 


GOD’S WAY 


**To the Jew First’’ 


TEN YEARS OF DAILY 
SERVICE IN NEW YORK 


CHRISTIAN WITNESS TO ISRAEL, Inc. 
2248 Westchester Ave. : 
NEW. YORK, N. Y. 





That these ney have fel- 
lowship with the F. ather, 
His Son, and fellow saints 








CHARLES WIESENBERG, Treas. 








Every 


Christian 
Woman, 


Especially every one that loves chil- 
dren, should read Mrs. Paul Hurlburt’s 
account of the home life of the Banandi 
women of East Africa. 


It stirs to the deepest depths the hu- 
man heart. Adapted to a missionary 
program. Sent free by the 


Unevangelized 


Africa Mission 





a new interdenominational faith mission. 
Nineteen missionaries on the field, in- 
cluding two doctors, in Belgian Congo 
and French Equatorial Africa, four sta-: 
tions in ali, with ten ouit-stations and 
twenty native evangelists. ~' Also a leper 
colony.. No paid officials at home base. 
Address 


O. C. Colton, Deputy Director 


536 Soath Hope St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
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Lesson for January 11 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance 


Preaching the Gospel in 64 languages and 
principal dialects on 20 foreign mission fields 


A missionary organization, old-fashioned enough to believe that God answers 
prayer, even to the extent of causing rain to fall on the dry earth, and supplies 


the needs of His children. : 
PURPOSE 


To bring lost men to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and establish native 
churches according to the New Testament pattern, 


PROGRESS 








Twelve new stations, named below, were opened in 1930 despite political up- 
heavals in several fields, world-wide business depression and.wide spread financial 
stringency affecting missionary funds. The new stations are as follows : 


Ta Tsho Lhamo-—Kansu Tibetan Border Mahammerah—Persia 

Bouake—lvory Coast, French West Africa 
Neiva—Hauila, Colombia 

Santander— Colombia 

La Urion—Narino, Colombia 

Cuenca — Ecuador 


Kratie—Cambodia, French Indo China 
Kon Ken-—E. Siam 

Cotabato— Mindanao; P. |. 
Makassar—Celebes, D.E. 1. 


In ten of these new districts there is no other evangelical witness for Christ. 


PROSPECTS 


Efforts are. being made to enter several néw districts in 1931, D. V., including 
pagan and Mohammedan tribes who have never heard the Gospel of Salvation. { 





Before this advance can be made properly we need the co-operation of those 
who will join with. us in prevailing prayer that the opposing forces of evil may 
be troken down; the power: of God displayed in the preaching of the Gospel 
so that sinners shall be saved and God shall’add to the church those that are thus 
redeemed ; also that funds may be released for the support of the work. God 
works in answer to prayer. Therefore, ‘‘ Pray ye.’’ 





Founded 1887 
260 West 44th Street, New York City, N. Y. 


. The Christian and Missionary Alliance 








Will you help these orphans, 
homeless and adrift ? 


Can you think of anything worse 
for little children ? 


Where? In Wise and Lee and Scott Counties in 
the western end of, Virginia. Yes, hundreds of them, 
often cold and hungry, and unwanted and unloved, 
and hungry for love and happiness. 

Your Oid Jewelry. ‘This and old silver and gold 


‘ ° ° s will build a home for them where a cottage-mother will 
Jews cce Christ in love and mother them, and bring them up in a defi- 
nitely Christian atmosphere. 
What Have You ? You have some old precious 
N Y k Gh ! things that you would love to put to some sacred use; 
ew Yorks Ghetto! 
Converts witnessing to His power to save! 


something to sell, or to be melted down. 
The outpouring of Gdd’s blessing recorded 


SUPPORT A NATIVE 


‘ Trained native workers may be supported 
on the mission field for from $25 to $150 a year. 
Nothing deducted from your gifts —100@ to 
the field. P 

FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 

NATIVE PREACHER CQ., Inc. 

‘Box S, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 











Who Sponsors? Mis§ Friend, who has labored 
in this field as a home missionary for several years ; 
in the ‘‘ MONTHLY LETTER’ — 
free on request. 


Miss Campbell, who has visited the work twice; and 
we have the hearty endorsement of the authorities who 

Help us by your prayers and your gifts 
if you are led. 


controi all the activities in this real mission field. 
Nothing is too small tosend. Scraps of fold count 
New York Gospel Mission to the Jews, Inc. 
Rev. Kernhard Angel, Miss Ruth Angel, proceeds, 


up, and nothing is too large to give to His Little Chil- 
dren, homeless and alone. Please help these children 
NOW 
; ; Third : Send all things collected to Miss Hibernia 
Founder Director 
Friend, 404 W. Washington Street,Petersburg, 
P. 0. Box 108, Station D., New York City }| Va. or to Miss Carrie Lee Campbell, 2204 Mona: 
ment Avenue, Richmond, Va. 


UNWANTED: oe 


Unwanted by their own people, many have found a happy home and a 
loving Saviour at the (Pandita) Ramabai Mukti Mission. Will you share 
in this ministry? Let us send you literature. 


Three Plans are suggested. Choose: 

First: Collect these things in your Auxiliary, or 
Circle. $ell them locally, and send in the results of 
this enterprise. 

Second: Sell your individual gifts, and send in the 





















Will a 
you happy 
help home 
these and 
little a 
ones living 
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LETTERS that 
Speak Volumes 


“We had quite a little money in- 
vested in mortgages on Dakota land 
which worked satisfactorily until the 
hard times, and then trouble came 
fast. We prayed to be guided in 
the matter, and promised that what- 
ever money came in from the princi- 
pal would be given to His Word on 
the Annuity Plan of His cause. Of 
the five mortgages we have been able 
to sell the land on four of them. We 
are om to send this to your good 
work. 


Has Received 8% 

** More than ten years ago I bought 

a $1,000 Annuity Bond, on which 

I have received 8% interest each year. 
Now again I have $1,000 to, invest. 

I cannot well do without my interest, 

. as I am entirely alone and have only 
my limited income to support me.” 


Relief From Worry 

“Tam thankful to have the money 
thus placed, as it relieves both my 
sister and me of any worry. It is a 
fine way to spread the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.” 


Buys Another Bond 

“* Please find hérewith money or- 
der for $200 for the purchase of an- 
other Annuity Bond of the Society. 
I was born April 28,1844, and so am 
entitled to 9%. 


For Invalid Daughter 
“*Enclosed is application for An- 
nuity Bond for $6,000. This bond 
is especially for the benefit of m 
ughter, who is a nervous ignalid. 
So please make it so she will receive 
the rate according to her age. | am 
glad to have a part in the good work 
you are doing.’ 
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Free to 


‘Christian Investors 


HIS new interesting booklet will be mailed 
to you without cost or obligation. Describes 
an investment that is popular with many Sunday 
School Times readers— Annuity Bonds of the New 


York Bible Society. ds pay from 
4% to 9% according to your age, are absolutely 
safe, and aid the great work of Bible distribution. 

Mail the coupon today for your copy of this 
booklet. : 


H NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 

as E. 48th St., Dept. 82, New York, N. Y. 
H Without obligation to me, kindly send me a 
g copy of your free booklet, ‘A Truly Christian 
ug Investment,’’ which gives full details of your 
: Bible Annuity Bonds. ; 
BNAME. «1. eee es ee ee AGEL. 
CN. 6 ow FS ASE TO oo 
® 

a CiTy 6:0) 6 ¢ 2 RATE 











113 Fulton Street, 





Forty-five Soldiers of the Cross Hold 


A FAR FLUNG LINE 


From Argentina through Paraguay, Bolivia and Brazil, to Peru, 
a distance of over 2,400 miles. In the line are many gaps, some 
of hundreds of miles, which take days and even weeks to tra- 
verse. Along the line are Europeans and natives holding a 
-debased Christianity, Indians in all stages of civilization; and 
uncounted thousands of naked savages in its tens of thousands 
of square miles of unexplored forest. ’ 


Pray that the Lord of Hosts will commission an army to fill 
the gaps and conquer this vast territory for the Prince of Peace. 


Inland South America Missionary Union, Inc. 


New York 


(Our Magazine with its stories of heroism and victory will be sent to you 
Without charge upon request.) 




















Missionary Department | 


CIRCULATION IN 1930 OVER ONE-H 


TWO THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND NINETY-TWO 
and rized from ** 


ALF MILLION SCRIPTURES 


nd girls reported i 
aye She, — thus : 


one month having re o ps Come memo! O verses 

“earning” one of ae tae illustrated S-3 Testaments. $5.00 will provide 33! 

SCORES OF ADULTS: IN ‘‘ NIGHT fCHOOLs” are learning to read this winter. 
Tint t 


We urgently need a new edition of a Large P: 


estamen 


$10.00 will provide:23 new Large Print Testaments with Psalms. 


Business Dept. furnishes Scriptures at ‘cost. 


GOSPELS-ST. LUKE Sis zit 


American 
Scripture Gift Mission 


119 S. 4th Street, PHILA., PA. 


TO THE AMERICAN (SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 


119 S. 4th Street, Phiia., Pa. 


Dear Friends: As specified below, 1 am sending,— 


Request for. . . Gospels St. Luke. Request for... « 


$.. . . for order as above. 


$. . « - to provide Scriptures for OTHERS. 


NAME... ow esiccacnewaece ese cce bes SIREET. 1... 2.6 e000. eee 


© Send free calendar for 1931, 


CITY. os eeceerees 











-15¢....20c or. . . .25¢ Testaments 


APY! APSA rere eae 
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For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, insued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 5 to 11 
Mon.—Luke 2:1-7. The Birth of Jesus. 


About seven hundred yéars before the 
event of this “reading,” the Spirit of 
God put it into the mouth of Micah to 
declar6é, “Thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thou- 
sands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that is to be ruler 
in Israel,” Mary and. Joseph lived at 
Nazareth. Augustus did not order the 
taxing to fulfill the prophecy.. Joseph 
and Mary did not go to Bethlehem to 
fulfill it, but to obey the Emperor. W: 
can ask them when we get to Glory if 
they recognized the hand of God in it 
all, for God’s hidden ones were study- 
ing prophecy in. those days, as Simeon 
and Anna. Mary might not have had 
to leave Nazareth had she not been a 
royal princess and an heiress in her own 
right. But no word of God ever fails. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Dr. 
G. G. Crozier, of Manipur, Assam, In- 
dia, under the North East India General 
Mission (1213 Peunsylvania Building, 
Philadelphia), as he does evangelistic 
and medical work among tribes in an 
area of one thousand miles extent; for 
Mrs. Crozier as she translates the Bible 
into Thadou~Kuki; for Secretary Cole- 
man as he returns to the homeland; for 
the supply of some urgent needs. 
Tues.—Luke 2 : 8-20, 

The Visit of the Shepherds. 

In every instance of the blessed Son’s 
voluntary humiliation, the Father saw to 
it that he was gloriously acclaimed, di- 
vinely and humanly. The first time by 
these shepherds, at the baptism, by John 
and the Father (Matt. 3: 14-17), at the 
visit of the Greeks (John 12:28), in 
Gethsemane (Luke 22:43), in Czsar’s 
Court, by Pilate (Luke 23:4), on the 
cross, by the thief and the centurion 
(Luke 23: 40-43, 47). If we humble 
ourselves, we shall be exalted in due sea- 
son. 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for Dr. 
P. W. Philpott, President of the Africa 
Inland Mission Home Council and his 
associates; for the Rev. and Mrs. Lee 

Downing on. their way home on fur- 
lough; for the Rev. and Mrs, L. E. 
Farnsworth, just taking charge of the 
important Rift Valley Academy, and all 
the two wtundred missionaries in four 














CLEAN SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LITERATURE 


Well Known 
“Christian Life” 
Series 

Quarterlies and Papers for 
All Departments, following the 
- International 
Uniform Lesson Topics 
Free sample copies on application 
Address : 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 Cleveland, Ohio 
































A Whole Year for $1.00 
tHE [LLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching gratifying! ] 


“Analysis fine. comments excellent, illustrations to the 
point.” 7. W. Duvall. Sample copy free. $1.00 a year 


FHE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NewYork 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: 


different sections of Africa (373 Carlton 
Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.). 
Wed.—Luke Z : 22-32. 

The Presenfation at Jerusalem. 


The Sanhedrin not functioning prop- 
erly; God appoints his own Reception 
Committee of two to welcome the infant 
Messiah in the Temple. Simeon repre- 
sents the Gentiles and Anna more par- 
ticularly Israel. How great for all of 
us in our little corners to be God’s Spirit- 
urged messengers ! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
League of Christian Churches of China 
(Tenghsien, Shantung, China), organ- 
ised a year and a half ago. That its 
membership may increase in numbers and 
in seal to preach the old Gospel in these 
needy days in China. 

Thurs.—Matthew 2 : 1-12. 
The Visit of the Wise Men. 


These “Magi” came from Balaam’s 
country, and seem clearly to have known 
Numbers 24:17. The Persians believed 
that Zosiosh would head a great kingdom 
and conquer Ahriman, prince of evil 
spirits. Their gifts of gold, frankin- 
cense, and myrrh were the usual giits 
of subjects to soyereign lords. May they 
have been prophetic of our Lord’s. roy- 
alty, priesthood, and burial? 

RAYER SucGestions: Pray for the 
Moslems of South India; for Canon Sell 
and Canon Goldsmith of Madras; Dr. A, 
Brux of Vaniyambadi, and others work- 
ing in this neglected field; for the Rev. 
N. F. Silsbee, of the Ceylon and India 
General Mission (David MacNaughton, 
Secretary, 153 Institute Place, Chicago). 


Fri.—Matthew 2 : 13-23. The Sojourn in Egypt. 


This is one of the instances where 
“prophecy hath a germinant and spring- 
ing meaning.” In Hosea 11:1 the refer- 
ence is primarily to Israel, God’s Son 
nationally, called out of Egypt to the 
land of promise. Matthew quotes it as 
having additional reference to our Lord’s 
leaving that land after having been there 
as a refugee. Egypt is one of the few 
very ancient nations that survives the 
wrecks. of time. Is this because of its 
hospitality to two sons of God? 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Poona and Indian Village Mission (13 
Aubert Park, N. 5, London, Eng.); for 
the. faithful workers in Nasrapur, Khed- 
Shivapur, Lonand, Satara District, and 
Panharpur, Shalapur District. 


Sat.—Luke 2: 40-52. The Boy Jesus. 


“His interview with the doctors shows 
that his human -consciousness already 
knew his divine mission and was pre- 
paring for it. The deseription, ‘He in- 
creased . .. in stature ... and in favor 
with God and men,’ combined with 
Psalm 45:2, ‘Thou art fairer than the 
children of men: grace is poured into thy 
lips,’ implies that his outward form was 
a temple worthy of the Word made flesh. 
Isaiah 53:2 expresses men’s rejection of 
him, rather than the absence of graces 
inward or outward in him to cause that 
rejection.” —Fausset. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Miss 
Olive Reberts, who had to come home 
last year from Iquitos, Peru, because of 
illness, and for all the workers in Brasil 
and Peru of the Inland South American 
Missionary Union, Inc, (113 Fulton 
Street, New York City). 

Sun.—lIsaiah 11 : 1-9. 
The Beneficent Rule of Christ. 


This is a picture of the glory of the 
kingdom when the Christ who was humil- 
iated unto death will set up his reign 
on earth in glory. He will reign with 
a wisdom given by the sevenfold Spirit 
of God (vy. 2), and will teplace the 
prevalent injustices of juries and judges 
with the meting out of. righteous judg- 
ment (vs. 3-5). His* mastery even of 
the universal kingdom will tame -the 
wildest of the jungle’s creatures, as: it 
was when Adam ruled in Eden (vs. 6- 
8). All the earth will be acquainted 
with its marvelous ruler (v. 9). 

Prayer Succestions:*Pray for all be- 
lievers, Baptists, Evangelicals,- and all 
persecuted Christians in Russia, drawn 
togemer in-an umusual-degree by the ter- 
rible persecutions of the godless govern- 
ment. 
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“MORE VALUABLE THAN GOLD’’— 
_ “ Yea, than much fine gold’’ 


Is “THE SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL” 


(“THE ALL BIBLE SCHOOL”) 


Endorsed by General Assemblies, Synods, and Many Religious Bodies, and 
Carried Out in Actual Practice by Hundreds of Churches of Different De- 
nominations. Endorsed by Many Educators, etc., on This Vital Issue. 


“A GREAT CONFERENCE” Will Be Held (The 8th Annual) 
In the THIRD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


(Broad and Potter Streets) CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA 


JANUARY 29th and 30th, 1931, (Thursday and Friday) 


This vital, thorough, Bible Teaching, is essential to Christian work in our day— 
come and find out w#lethods from those who know from experience. 


NON-SECTARIAN 
PLANS FOR THE CONFERENCE 


_. The members of the Third Presbyterian Church and their friends take- pleasure 
in entertaining the delegates in their homes and at the church for the two nights and 
the five meals beginning with dinner Thursday evening. 
Two delegates will be received ‘‘ accredited’’ from each church. 
Registration Fee—$1.00 each. 
The Conference will open at'1.30 on Thursday and continue on through Friday 
night, the 30th. 
_ _ Several internationally-known persons.will take part in the programme and others 
just as capable and equipped through experience, will address the Conference. 
,,, Dr. Harry A. Ironside, Pastor of Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, Illinois, 
will be a leading lecturer. 
One hour each day will be devoted to open discussion. 
ing of questions, etc. Demonstration classes. 
fine programme of music. Rev. Lance B. Latham, of Chicago, Illinois (Gos- 
pel Tabernacle), will brighten the programme by his wonderful Piano and Organ 
selections. Also other musicians of note—vocal and instrumental. 


KEEP THE DATES OPEN—January 29th and 30th,1931. (This notice appears but once.) 


If you purpose to attend the Conference da ri i 
cour as a delegate, kindly fill out and mail this 





The asking and answer- 


DR. A. L. LATHEM, 434 E, Broad Street, Chester, Pa. 


eee 








(Enclose $1.00 Registration Fee herewith—Money Order or Check.) 








Two Special 
Holy Land Tours 


for returning missionaries 
and their friends — 
Sailing from New York July 24 and September 9, 1931 


_ If your own furlough ends durmg the summer or fall—or if you have missionary 
friends returning — plan now for a trip back to the field that will include choice fellow- 
ship with other missionaries and Christian leaders, and an enriching study tour of several 
wees to Palestine, Syria, and Egypt, under the trained scholars of the Travel Institute 
staff. 

SPECIAL MISSIONARY RATES will be given to missionaries and their families 
taking this tour. (Rates include sightseeing and study trips in Palestine with all ordinary 
travel costs, not including passport visas.) 

For example: 





cost— $668 
2 fer 

. = Sone 

or | “conclusion of Holy Land, 

Syria, Egypt itinerary, ending at Suez 
ee or Cairo —$368 or $388 

Similar lowa rates to other points on mission fields. : 

(Note: Rates are somewhat higher for those who are not missionaries.) 


_. With the July trip, provision is also made for leaving July 17, at the same rates, 
with one week in England at 6ne’s own expense. With the September trip, visits. to 
the Azores, Algiers, and a number of Mediterranean and: Black Sea“ports are included, 
with sightseeing at Porta Delgada, Athens, and Constantinople, without extra cost. 


We are working in co-operation with most of the missionary boards. Write now 
for further details of these most unusual trips, addressing your own board or using. the 
coupon beiow. 


i ee ee ee ee ee ee eed 
TRAVEL INSTITUTE OF BIBLE RESEARCH S$. 8S. TF 
Bible House, New York City 


Please send me by return mail full information regarding your special missionary 
and other study tours to the Holy Land and the Mediterranean. 


“ Bombay — of 


“ 6 “ 


New York to Shanghai — inclusive 
“ “ “ Kobe “ce 


“ “ 





